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Alpha Phi Alpha hosted
its annual step-off
March 12.

College life, lOb
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Anticipated 12 percent tuition increase dismissed
:Emlly W uchner'
News Editor
Murray State officials are still
unsure of cuts they can expect for
the next fiscal year, but after the
Kentucky House and Senate both
released their budget proposals, it is
unlikely the cut will be as high as the
12 percent originally projected.
In February, Gov. Steve Beshear
proposed a statewide U percent cut
in funding for universities. In
December, universities had to give
back 3 percent of their government~
issued funds because of a budget

would also call for the release of
about 2,000 nonviolent and nonsexual felony offenders. According to
the Associated Press, this could save
nearly $50 million in the next two
years.
This week, a conference committee was formed comprised of select
members of the House and Senate,
who are mulllng over the proposals
to ftnd a compromised budget which
lawmakers hope to have complete by
the weekend. The proposal would
have to be approved by the House,
Senate and ultimately Beshear.
The legislature must fmish work

shortfall in the state.
The House approved a tw~year,
$18.5 billion budget March 13 that
would eliminate the 12 percent cut.
The proposal increased the charge
on cigarettes by an additional 25
cents per pack to help generate rev~
enue, according to the Associated
Press. It would also increase taxes
on other tobacco products and other
business services. The additional
revenue earned could amount to $95
million.
Monday, the Senate approved its
version of the budget with 9 percent
cuts for universities. The proposal

by AprillS, according to state law.
Rep. Melvin Henley, D-Murray,
said he voted in support of the
House's proposal.
"The entire budget is about the
size of three Sears and Roebuck catalogues and you have about 24 hours
to vote yes or no for it," Henley said.
"I have a lot of Murray State projects
in it. You think I'm going to vote no
to that?"
Projects Henley proposed in the
budget include additional money for
Phase ill of the Science Complex.
But Henley does not anticipate seeing the revised budget again until the

middle of next week.
"(The conference committee) will
meet all through this weekend and
they will be here Monday and Tuesday," Henley said. "Then we'll be
here until midnight trying to pass it."
Senator Ken Winters, R~Murray,
voted yes to the Senates proposed
budget and said although the cuts in
higher education were higher no
additional taxes were imposed.
''With the economy like it is, every
state in the union is having difflculty
financially because of the downturn

see BUDCO, 3A
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Students at Winslow Dining Hall balance trays of food while standing In line to pay. W'lth the new system, students Will pay for meals before filling their trays.
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Food Services prepares for upcoming Winslow, deli changes
Hailey Kercheval
Staff writer

Elaine Kight/The News

Acashler swipes a student's Racercard during the dinner time Wednesday night.

Students who frequent on-cam~
pus food services may notice a few
changes in the layout of Winslow
Dining Hall and Dunker's Deli by
the fall 2008 semester.
Before the renovation of
Winslow in 2003, students paid for
their meals or swiped their Racercards upon entering the cafeteria.
The current set-up of the facility
requires diners to walk around the
cafeteria, get their food and then
wait in line to pay. Food Services
Director Richard Fritz said the
original method of first paying for
the food is far more efftcient.
"Currently, when students walk
around Winslow to get their meal
and then wait in line before paying,
their food gets cold," Fritz said. "By
positioning the registers at the
entrance of the cafetena. students
can enjoy hot and fresh food by the
time they sit down to eat."
The cost to move the registers in
Winslow would be minimal, Fritz

---------~

Colleagues remember professor,
reflect on Beasley's 42-year career
Emlly Wuchner
News Editor
Not long after Terry Strieter,
chair of the history department,
began work at Murray State, he was
surprised to see a group of students
crowding the hallway chanting.
The students were standing in
front of Wayne Beasley's office.
"They were Maranatha students
and their leader bad a vision Dr.
Beasley would be converted to
their faith," Strieter said. ''He loved
it. He just smiled. He loved atten~
tion."
Beasley, 69, died March 16. He
taught history at Murray State for

42 years.

Strieter said Beasley had a very
dynamic and eclectic teaching
style. With a love of controversy,
Beasley would challenge students
to think outside of the box.
"He would jump in with both feet
and stand back and watch and just
smile," Strieter said.
Many times students would follow Beasley back to his office after
class, just to continue discussing
topics. Often, they would miss their
next class.
Sometimes Beasley would hear
discussions going on in the history
department coffee lounge, and
couldn't help giving his two cents

-

said, and the staff can be better utilized in other areas of the cafeteria.
Charlene Siza, senior pre~veteri~
nary medicine major from Mayfield, Ky .• said she thinks paying
ftrst in Winslow could be a positive
change, but with some drawbacks.
"It's a good idea instead of having
to wait in line to pay," she said, "but
I would be concerned about paying
and then deciding I didn't want
what they were serving."
Fritz also said the pizza area of
Winslow will be rearranged by this
fall, so long as sufficient funding is
received.
''We hope to install a sort of double-decker pizza cooker and offer
other food items such as calzones,"
he said. "Pizza would be available
not only at lunch time, but also at
dinner."
The layout of Dunker's Deli, the
sandwich shop in the Curris Center, will also be renovated to allow
for faster, more efficient service,
Fritz said.

see DINING, 3A
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worth,
said.

Strieter

" H e
would throw in a
couple
sen~
tences, get people riled up and
go back out
again," Strieter
said.
Strieter
Wayne
also recalled a
Beasley
time when he
and
Beasley
decided to purchase and share a
pick-up truck. They bought an old
Ford farming truck for about $200
and made their way to the county
clerk to register the vehicle, Strieter said. Strieter gave the workers
his name and information and then
Beasley introduced himself.
"There were ftve women in the
office, and every woman stopped
and looked at him," Strieter said.

''Wayne Beasley had a reputation
for being eccentric. He was really a
character."
Strieter said the history department is collecting stories about
Beasley from students and alumni
for publication in a newsletter.
'We miss his humor and his personality and character," Strieter
said. "There's not going to be any~
one else like that."
Stacie Collins, graduate student
from Murray, said she Look four or
five history classes with Beasley
and planned to take more. His primary style of teaching was lecture
but he used examples to help students remember information.
"He had a wonderful voice and
was very captivating," Collins said.
"If there were horses galloping
across the river, he galloped across
the room. During feudalism he was

see
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At the beginning of 2008, Kentucky's Senate passed a bill that would prevent universities and institutions from
allowing domestic partner healthcare
beneftts.
But the House committee for Health
and Welfare considered the bill and
decided March 20 to reject Senate Bill
112.
The bill would have banned state
universities and other government
agencies from offering health benefits
to the domestic partners of the institution's employees.
Rejected by a 9~6 vote, according to
the Kentucky Kernel, the House committee killed the bill that was
approved by the Senate in January
with a 30-5 vote.
"T'm happy to see that the committee rejected the ban and glad to see
that they've recognized that this is an
issue that should be handled by universities," Anthony Jones, senior from
Union City, Tenn. and secretary for
Murray State's Alliance organization,
a strortg proponent for domestic part~
ner benefits, said.
Though Jones said he was pleased to
hear the news of the bill's rejection, he
does not feel the issue of domestic
partner benefits is one the University
needs to tackle.
Jones said he doesn't feel like the
issue is a pressing one for the University.
"It's not an issue that (Murray State)
will be seeing any time soon," Jones
said.
"The only issue for Murray State is '
that it reafftrms the authority of the
Board of Regents and their control to
make decisions that are best for the
University."
Outlining and defining the meaning
of spouse, employee and family member, Senate Billlll2 pledged to restrict
benefits for domestic partners because
of the absence of the "sanctity of mar- ·
riage."
According to a Courier Journal arti~
cle, committee member David .
Watkins, D-Henderson and family
physician, said the Senate is ignoring
Kentucky's biggest health problems.
He said some of the more critical
problems include smoking, obesity
and a lack of adequate mental health
services for its citizens. The Senate,
however, concerns itself with "petty
issues;• Watkins said.
Despite the bill's rejection by the
House committee, supporter of the
Vernie McGaha R-Russell
bill,
Springs said she would bring the bill
back next year.
Although Murray State is not directly affected by the bill's rejection, Jones
said he was glad to see that the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville would be allowed to
continue with their policy on providing domestic partner beneftts.
"I was hopeful that they'd respect
that this was a decision that universities should decide," Jones said.
Robin Phelps can be reached at
roblnj.phelps@murraystate.edu.
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This week
Monday

•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "God
Grew Tired of Us"; Curris Center Theater, free
•8 p.m. Concert Choir concert; Lovett
Auditorium, free
•4:30 p.m. Last day to drop or audit a full
semester class
•11 p.m. Up Til Dawn St. Jude Fundraiser;
Racer Arena; ends at midnight, $3 for
entire night

•4 p.m. Irish Diaspora Lecture Series; Faculty Hall Room 208, free
•5 p.m. Residential College Association
meeting; Curris Center Barkley Room;
students may share issues; open to the
public
•Deadline Shield Yearbook orders; $50
with name and home address: 114 Wilson
Hall

Tu~sday
•2:30 p.m. Women's tennis vs. University
of Tennessee-Martin; Purcell Courts, free
•S p.m. Campus Activities Board meeting;
Curris Center Barkley Room; students
may share issues; open to the public
•6 p.m. "Murray State's Got Talent" auditions; Curris Center Small Ballroom;
bring student ID
•Deadline Priority filing for financial aid
due

ll:42 a.m. A caller from Public
Safety reported damage to a vehicle's tires, which occurred while
parked at New Clark College. An
officer took a report for criminal
mischief in the third degree.
2:32 p.m. A caller from Alexander
Hall said an elevator was stuck
but while an officer took the call
the elevator began working again
and the person got off the elevator. Central Plant was notified of
the incident
9-.12 p.m. Racer Patrol at Alexander Hall found an unsecured door
on the northwest side of the
building. The building coordinator was not contacted, but the
area was checked and the door
, was secured by an officer.

March21
1:41 a.m. A caller from College
Courts was locked out of their
apartment. The call was directed
to the Housing Department.
3:36 p.m. A caller from the RSEC
was threatened by another person
and said an event may occur on
campus. The threat occurred offcampus. An officer took a report.
6:36p.m. An officer at North 13th
Street and Farris Avenue issued a
verbal warning to a driver for disobeying a stop sign and not having a valid insurance card.

Wednesday
Elaine KighVThe New .,

·1 p.m. Baseball vs. Samford University; Reagan
Field, free
•10 a.m. Murray Bridal Show; RSEC, free
•7:30 p.m. Cinema International: "God
Grew Tired of Us''; Curris Center Theater, free
•8 p~ jazz Festival concert with saxophonist Jamey Aebersold; Lovett Auditorium, free
•10 a.m. Paint the Town Red Benefit Dinner: Curris Center small ballroom; ends
at 10 p.m., $7 per person and $10 for couples

Sunday
•3:30 p.m. joint Senior Recital with oboist
Meggan Berry and saxophonist Alex
Bruner; Farrell Recital Hall, Price Doyle
Fine Arts Center, free
•6:30 p.m. Student Recital with tubalst
Lincoln Rowe; Farrell Recital Hall, Price
Doyle Fine Arts Center, free

If you would like an event to appear
in the This Week section, fill out a form
in the Murray State News office at lll
W.ilsQn Han , fax to 809-3175 or e-mail
lhtorwation to 11ews@muttaystatc.edu.
Ple~ submit ,events by Wednesdays
at" noon. W! cannot guarantee all items

will be published.

March14

March20

Today

Saturday

the news
March 28, 2008

•1 p.m. Baseball vs. Belmont University;
Reagan Field, free
•4 p.m. Hump Night·Study Night; Curris
Center Marvin D. Mills Multicultural
Center. free
•S p.m. Student Government Senate meeting; Curris Center Barkley Room: students may share issues: open to the public
•S p.m. Dinner; Newman House. free
•7 p.m. Christ Ambassadors Weekly
Word and Worship; Curris Center Theater
•7:30 p.m. Jeff Allen, singer and guitarist;
Curris Center Stables, fn.>e

March22
9:S8 a.m. A caller from the 600
block of College Courts reported
a light and the water in the
kitchen were not working. Central Plant was notified.
8:38 p.m. A caller from College
Courts reported being locked out
of their apartment. The Housing
staff was notified.

Thursday
•9 a.m. Magnetic Caricatures; Curris Center Rocking Lounge; ends at 1 p.m., free
•Deadline December 2008 graduation
application

Coming Up Kentucky Avenue from Hilton

12:02 a.m. A resident adviser at
the White College parking lot
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • reported a vehicle with a broken
~ window. The RA was told that
they should tell the owner to conCinema International
tact Public Safety personnel.
1 7:19 p.m. A caller from the Roy
! 2007 River's Edge Film Festival
: l Stewart Stadium parking lot
: April3-5
: · requested an officer check on a
truck and trailer parked in the lot.
! Movies begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Curris
An
officer contacted the owner
: Center Theater. Admission is free.
who said the truck and trailer

:

I
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tree fell on tbe bridge bthind the building.
Central :Plant was notified and the t'allen tree
was removed.

unit would be moved soon.
7:27 p.m. A caller from Hart College reported plumbing problems
on the fourth floor. Central Plant
was notified.
9-l4 p.m. A caller from Richmond
College requested to speak with
an officer about haras:;ment,
which occurred off-campus.

March24
12:25 a.m. A caller from College
Courts said loud music was coming from an apartment near the
600 block. An officer notified the
caller that the music had been
turned down.
7:56 a.m. A caller from Facilities
Management reported possibly
finding n bag of marijuana. An
officer secured the bag and took a
report.
1:19 a.m. A caller from the Ruby
Simpson Child Development
Center said an employee
slammed their finger in a door.
EmergenC)' Medical Services was
notified. The person refused
transport by EMS, but did go with
a friend to an emergency room.
An officer took a report.
8:30 p.m. The residence director
at Richmond College said there
was no hot water in rhe college.
Central Plant was notified.
10:46 p.m. Murray Police Department requested an officer check
on a man at a Speedway gas station. The man was asked to leave
the area, which he did. An officer
took a report.

March25

March23

to Calloway will be closed fromMarch 31·Aprll
30

8:32 a.m. A caller from Alexander Hall said a

12:07 a.m. A caller from Hart Col·
lege reported smokers ~>n the
south end of the fourth floor. A
front desk worker was notified.
12:12 p.m. A caller from the Expo
Center reported a vehicle acci·
dent without injuries, but one
vehide was leaking :radiator fluid.
Facilities Management was noti·
Cicd to clean up the fluid. An offi·
cer took an accident report.
3:48 p.m. Murray State Police
issued a citation to Charles B.

McKinney, nonstudent from Ben·
ton, Ky., at Chestnut Strt•ct near
Pizza Hut for passing an unloading school bus. An officer took a
report.
S:Sl p.m. A caller from south of the
Carr Health Building said a driver
parked next to the caller's vehicle
opened their car door, hitting the
caller's mirror.

March26
2:42 a.m. A caller from Coldwater
Road reported a vehicle's license
had possibly been stolen from a
vehicle in Calloway County. Tbe
Calloway Sheriffs office was noti·
fied and a Calloway deputy spoke
with the owner of the vehicle.
The license plate was a duplicate
and was not the stolen plate indicated.
4:34 p.m. Murray State Police
issued a citation to Brian M.
Brush, from Paducah. Ky.. at
Chestnut Street near Purcell tennis courts for the failure of maintaining insurance and driving
with an expired registration plate.
ll:S9 p.m. A caller from Regents
College reported smelling ciga·
rette smoke coming from the fifth
floor. The resident director was
notified.

Motorist assists -0
Racer escorts - 0
Arrests- 0

Robin Plwlps compiles Police Beat
with materials Public Safety pro·
vidcs. All dispatched calls are not
listed.

Light the Way to a Cure! •• •• •• • •• ••
•
.... ..
• • • • •••
•
•
•
•
•
•
Fri., May 2, 2008 10 p.m.

Relay For Life
Luminaria Ceremony

RELAY

FOR~

MSU's Roy Stewart Stadium

• • •••
••

••• •

· · Luminaria Order Form

$5.00 Minimum Donation Requested Per Luminaria
Light a luminaria in MEMORY of a loved one or friend who has lost his or her battle wit
cancer or to HONOR a loved one or friend who is a survivor. Memorialluminaria are a
symbol of HOPE for future cancer patients. Survivors' luminaria are a symbol of HOPE ti
their today and many tomorrows. Each luminaria will be personalized with the name of th
person being remembered or honored. The luminaria will line the track and be lit for the
Luminaria Ceremony at l 0 p.m. on May 2. Please join us event!

a

In Honor of

or

a

In Memory of

Please use one fonn per person.

Name

wor'/~ C'~fe
L,ookin(J f!of' Music?
Oiscover your next Pavorife musicians here
at the tUorld caPe.

------------------------------------------------------------Please pnnt clearly

• Oamien Ric8 • ~y/e Lovett

elvis Costello

Your Name______________________________________________________

The Bhins • 8rioht eyes . ~os ~obos •

_____________________________________________________

Ad~ess

City/State/Zip ---------------------------Donation Enclosed $

CJ Cash

a
a

1• The ~8monhearJs •

0a)1imc Phone_________

Total number of luminarla bags for this person ____

a

Voxtrot • 8/ur • f ete Yorn • Tomfe tfy

Check made payable to American Cancer Society

a

Read name dunng luminana ceremony at Relay or
Not necessary to read name during ceremon
No acknowledgment necessary
or
CJ Send acknowledgment card to
Name___________________________________________________________

Address
City/State/Zip

• BuPjan Stevens • Modest Mouse •

Monday--Friday af 7 p.m. I Saturdays at 2 p.m.
l,isfsn on/ins at Ulkms.oro

Please mnil Luminaria Order Form and donation to

Relay For Life, P. 0. Box 1553, Murray, KY 42071
or return to the sponsor below. For more luminaria information. contact Carol Sims (270) 753-157

CANCER SURVIVORS:
To pick up a shlrt at Relay, you must register by April Ist. Call Melissa at (270) 227-3308.
You can sign up for the Cancer Survivor Victory Lap
at Stewart Stadtum after 3 p.m. on Fri., May 2.
Luminaria sponsored by:

ReM • Moby

ffiJPI!Jn-91.3fm
•

•

•

•

li •

•• •• •
• ••

•
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BUDGET
From Page l
of our national economy," Winters said. "It was
our general thinking that we do not need to
levy additional tax burdens on the taxpayers of
Kentucky. 1 felt that we should move forward."
Winters also hopes to see the final budget
proposal next week.
University President Randy Dunn said be is
pleased the budget cuts may not be as large as
anticipated. He is also closely following the
conference committee's discussions.
"Of course we prefer the House budget over
the two, but in both cases if one or the other or
a version between the two passes, it does seem
to avert the doomsday scenario that we were

worried about when we saw the Governor's
budget," Dunn said. "I feel certainly better now
than when the governor's budget was introduced and have the hope that when the two
budgets ... go to conference committee this
week, 'they'll work out an agreement that is
somewhere between the two. If that's the case,
it's not great and people have to remember that
no matter what, we're giving up 3 percent that
we're starting the school year with, but given
where the House and Senate are, r feel a lot
better then when I did when the governor first
put forth his budget."
University officials formed an internal group

to pursue possible budget-cutting measures.
Members are listing possible cuts with the
hope they will not have to be activated.
Dunn said University officials will assess the
final state budget before making a tuition recommendation to the Board of Regents, who
plan to meet in a special session in April.
Depending on tuition revenue, the money
could make up the 3 percent returned to the
state.
"The Board of Regents could make up the 3
percent rescission, the give back simply by
jacking up tuition to cover that amount," Dunn
said. "My sense of them is that they don't want

BEASLEY

I

From Pagel

to do that. They want to keep pricing low and
because of that, yes then we will probably have
to activate some cuts. We just don't know how
much yet."
Regardless. Dunn plans to complete the li~t
of cost containment possibilities to help effi.ciency aaoss campus.
Said Dunn: "We have a responsibility to be
efficient with that money and to show that we
are not using it unwisely, so there are some
things that we can do to increase savings that
this campus hasn't done."
Emily Wuchner can be reachc.>d at
emily. wuclwer@murraystate.edu.

DINING
From Pagel

the Count (>f Calloway. He tried
to usc examples that would make
things easy to remember He
talked to students. He didn't lecture at them."
Collins said he ranks Beasley as
one of the hardest professors
she's had.
"He really knew his stuff,"
Collins said. "History is considered dull and boring by some people. He always chose the great
stories. He chose the stories that

went beyond the textbook and
weren't run of tlle mill."
Beasley's interesting stories
and anecdotes also stood out in
Daniel Lonsway's mind. Now
director of pro ject TAHOE, Lonsway got to know Beasley as a
graduate assistant in the history
department. He can remember
one time when Beasley gave the
entire class a lecture about turning off their cell phones.
"I kid you not, his cell phone

rang," Lonsway said. "He actually
answered the phone and told
them he was in the middle of
class."
Beasley had a way of making
lectures interesting,
"I've never in all of my life
known anyone who could lecture
like Beasley," Lonsway said . "He
just drew you into it."
Emily W uchncr can be reached

at emily. wuchner@murraystate
cdu.

MOIST & TENDER
HALF BONELESS
PORK LOIN

"Students will pay when they order
their sandwich, and the counter of the
shop will resemble that of a Quizno:s
sandwich shop. with a toaster oven leading to the vegetable and dressing
counter," he said.
Food Services wants to offer new St'rvices on a regular basis, Fritz said.
"After all. new services are part of the
residentiaJ program on campus,'' he said.
"We want to give some reward and sense
of value to students."

COCA-COLA
2 LITERS

Sprite, Regular,

Diet or Caffeine f'nle

Fresh

USDA CHOICE
BONELESS CHUCK
POT ROAST

Sold All Roast Only

lleon leach

•

.-10!10
.10!10

One change this week was the implementation of a coffee program the Thoroughbred Dining Room and in Winslow.
"We are now serving fresh-brewed coffee from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, a fair-trade organic coffee company
out of Vermont," Fritz said. "We want to
show students that we are aware of situa·
tions that matter to them. because they
matter to us."
Hailey Kercheval can be reached at haiJcy.kcrcheval@murraystate.edu.
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Opinion Editor: Alaina Zanin
Phone: 809-5873

Election rule confusion: never again
Student Government Association revamps election rules for clarity

current President Eric King. King
was ultimately found guilty of one
of the charges, but the ruling was
overturned by University President
Randy Dunn.
King was not the only one to be
brought up on charges, so this begs
the question: are the election rules
too vague, or are the candidates
pushing the envelope too much?
The election rules are in place to
ensure a fair election and campaign
while following University guidelines as to not damage property and
preserve students' right to privacy.
In last year's dispute, there was a
disagreement about the meaning of
the words "day" and "tape.''
Most would consider thpse words

The staff editorial is the majority
opinion of the editorial board of The
Murray State News.
It's springtime at Murray State.
The sun is shining, birds are
singing and the trees are blossommg.
Spring also means the start of the
Student Government Association
campaigns, when candidates will
fight tooth and nail to win votes for
their desired position.
For those of . you who don't
remember last year's election, there
was major controversy over how
the presidential candidates campaigned. There were several
alleged election violations brought
to the SGA · judicial board against

what do you think•••
Should theSGA chanQe its election rules to beclearer?

Ethan Guthrie • Hardin. Ky.
freshman

Chayna Carswell· Marion, Ohio
freshman
"Yes, I've seen where candidates have
been confused in the past and clarifying
the rules would help.'

Bryan Cardenas • Louisville, Ky.
sophomore

"Yes, so there wouldn't be as much
confusion as last time.··
Grant Kessler • Paducah, Ky.
sophomore
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Not all females are helpless princesses in need of attention
Each week, there tends to be a
lively debate in our female-dominated copyediting alcove about
the opinion section. Sometimes
the editorial has us riled up,
other times it is a letter to the
editor. But no article has ever
had us more up in arms this year
than Whitney Harrod's postValentine's Day verbal smack·
down of the male gender ...
because we actually weren't in
favor.
You may be thinking it's
almost April, that was nearly
two months ago, what are you
talking about? We're talking
about the misrepr~sentation of
. the male gender and actually the
nature of boys and girls in general.
Misconceptions of this magnitude cannot be left alone to fester, breed and infect the minds
of others. We know many more
Jodi Keen
people who hold similar "victim
girlfriend" viewpoints all year
and
CbarUeCox round, not just during the infamous teddy-bears-and-choco·
lates-fake-romance-almostJodi Keen and
makes-me-want-to-puke holiday
Charlie Cox are
season.
copyeditors for
In reference to Harrods's poor
The Murray State
heroine, Jane, a representative
News from Mount of "victim girlfriends" everyVemon,Ill. and
where: if Jane doesn't have
Eastview, Ky.
enough of a backbone to kick a
date night-ditching. "man club"-

In Our

Opinion

··Yes, it needs to be changed
because some people
don't pay attention to politics at all.
Why not make them
simpler to understand."

Ding~s/The

supports the modification of the
election rules.
The News also suggests the committee oblige candidates to express
those rules to the people working
on their campaigns.
Candidates
should
assume
responsibility for any violations
made by people in their camps. It is
not fair for one candidate to have
an advantage, claim ignorance and
skirt the rules. If- candidates have
questions about campaigning, they
should always err on the side of
caution.
Given the importance of the pres- ._
idential position, we shouldn't
doubt a candidate's ability to follow
rules.

,Girls: It's OK to have a life and a boyfriend

" Yes, I think it needs to be changed."

Hannah

unambiguous enough to be put in
elections rules, but apparently
there was some discrepancy to the
context in which those words were
meant.Does a "day" mean 24 hours
from the beginning of the election
or when the sun comes up on the ·
"day" of actual voting?
It seems like there should be
more important issues for SGA to
tackle, but clarification is obviously
necessary for some candidates.
Wes Hunt, junior from Crayne,
Ky., is the chair of the Election
Ways and Means Committee for the
2008 election and has been working
on clarifying the rules since the
beginning of this semester.
The Murray State News strongly

addicted excuse for a boyfriend
to the curb and find someone
who will treat her well. we've no
sympathy for her solo mint
chocolate chip-filled nights.
As for the claim that women
always have to abandon their
friends when they enter new
relationships, let's just say it's
pretty low to peg that solely on
the boyfriend. He still has his
boys - so where are your
friends, ladies?
We took a copyeditors' poll,
and maybe it's just us, but if a
guy neglected his friends to constantly hover over us. it would
drive us up a wall. Not only
should be have his own life, it's
actually healthy to have friends
and hobbies outside of a relationship.
Sure, most women have dated
their fair share of morons.
We've been on disastrous first
dates and experienced more
than one testosterone-filled,
male-bonding-in-overdrive
predicament. But we have also
committed some relationship
sins ourselves (we know, hard to
believe). So, painting guys in
such a negative light is not only
unfair, it neglects one key fact:
girls are no picnic, either.
Just listen to Shania Twain's
"Any Man of Mine."
What kind of Cary-Grant-on-

steroids superhero could possibly hope to work his way
through that Schindler's list and
still find time to weep in
despair? No wonder our boys
are running for the hills.
We know boys aren't perfect,
but neither arc girls - nut by a
mile. If there is any hope of making relationships work. both
guys and gals need to come to
that understanding and quick.
Bottom line: every relationship has its strengths and weaknesses. But to genuinely stereotype guys as heartless pig-dogs
is unfair, completely inaccurate
and hypocritical at that.
We recommend running, not
walking, to pick up the unofficial
girlfriend's rulebook, in which
you'll find the following basic
tips:
1) Game night is not an excuse
to become a psycho-clingy
green-eyed monster;
2) Relationships are not an
excuse to neglect friends. Obviously your b/f knows this. so
why don't you?
3) Guys go out of their way to
be chivalrous by paying for
things on a date or opening a car
door. At least say thank you.
Better yet: every once in a while,
You step up and pay on a date.
We'll bet he won't be so gung-ho
on ditching you now!
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Agroup of Murray State News staff members gives its piece on a
group of three questions covering a different topic each week.
This week's topic:

Tech Savvy
Derek
Nance

Casey
Northcutt

Ashley
Edwards

Staff
writer

College Life
Editor

Misty

Hayes
photographer

Get more for your money
pinch your own pennies

From hitting up the
Wai-Mart clearance
rack to buying a new
wardrobe at Goodwill,
college students have
to learn how to stretch
a dollar.
They are not only
under fmancial pressure to pay for tuition.
''MySpace is terrible, but I do use
"I don't have MySpacc, it's
''I am shamelessly addicted to
"I check both regularly. I preThey also have to
unsafe from what I'm told.
Facebook a lot to track people
Facebook, but I don't have
fer' MySpace because you have
worry about outside
Facebook 1 have. I check it,
down for my stories."
MySpace. So, I suppose in my
costs like books, overmore control over what your
like, every other day - really
completely biased opinion,
'---------' priced meal plans and
page looks like."
just to be a creeper, though."
housing.
Alaina
Facebook is better."
Just what kind of
Zanin
income do college students rake in? Hasical·
'
"Classroom all the way! I'm
ly,
minimum
wage
or non-existent.
"Classroom for sure, because I'm
"Online, always. Who actually
"Classroom, because you can
Of courst>, some college students can
super lazy. l could sec me just
a procrastinator. Unless 1 have
wants to get dressed fo r
sec your journalism peeps in
get help from their parents, federal aid
putting off or forgetting
someone in front of me, telling
class?"
class."
and scholarships to help Jefer the cost of
assignment all together for
me, 'Hey, do this now."'
their expenses until they get into the real
online classes. Classroom
world.
style keeps me on the ball."
The problem is many students never
learn about budgeting or good money
management until they an.• chucked from
"I'm on the fence, honestly. I
the graduation stage into the job market
without a clue as to how to pay their stu·
text if it's just a little thing or
"Text. I hate talking on the phone
"I would rather call.
"Call,
it's
much
more
personal."
dent
loans. car payments or rent.
I'm multi-tasking. I really like
unless it's quick and has a purpose"
I'm o ld fashioned."
Plus, if students don't .start retirement
to do it in the car. Talking is
planning very soon after graduation, they
good if you have something
will be in serious trouble with the slowworth talking about. "
ing state of the economy.
Let me break it down for you like
Michael Jackson.
Our generation is getting screwed
financially.
POLI TICAL RACE
In a creative field? Looking for a job?
Good luck.
Think the government will repay you
aU that social security money paid from
your hard-earned income tax? - Keep
dreaming, baby.
Also, I would like to thank the current
administration for pouring billions and
billions of our tax dollars into a war that
has basically accomplished nothing,
except to kill more than 4,000 American
soldiers and countless Iraqis.
If Bush had taken any entry level
finance class, he would know deficit
spending is not a good idea.
_.....
Let's not forget about how many des·
perate college grads looking for jobs will
work without benefits. T hat means no
health care. limited days off. and you can ·
forget about investing in that non-existent 401K program.
Have a car and wish you didn't? Docs
anyone remember when gas was less than
$2? 1 do, and I'm not that old. Face it- fuel
prices are never going to be cheap for the
rest of our adult lives. That bike you ride
to campus is looking pretty sweet now,
isn't it?
So, what is a generation X'er to do?
Save like hell and pray for an economic
boom. No. But seriously. having a finan·
cial plan will lessen your money woes
and help you get more out of your money.
Your spending in an economic boom
is. According to the American Red
Bathing suit shopping is one of my
ing the summer months.
shouldn't be much different than it is in
favorite spring activities.
The movies would like to make you
Cross, in drowning cases where lifean economic recession.
While most people cringe at the
think that drowning should be easy
guards were present, the drowning
Make a list of your monthly income and
prospect of discovering the damage
enough to prevent. All Hollywood
occurred because the lifeguards were
expenses.
drowning victims call and wave for
that winter takes on a figure, the
not following their training, not
Make sure you know how much money
help. They're usually inexperienced
prospect of a water-filled summer is
because they were improperly trained.
is going where - estimate costs for food,
enough to overshadow this displeasure
swimmers or daring, careless people
A person can dro'wo in an inch of water
entertainment and bill:;.
caught in freakish situations in faraway
for me.
in less than the time it takes to answer
If you can make smart budget changes,
Whether it's riding the waves at the
places. The reality is that drowning is
the telephone. That doesn't leave much
do it, but don't make unrealistic goals.
beach, canoeing the Potomac River,
most often silent and occurs in the
time to work with. Practice your skills,
lf you're charging $300 a month on
sailing on Kentucky Lake or waterskipresence of friends and family of the
make sure you are well rested and
your Visa to eat out at Olive Garden and
victim who simply didn't realize the
ing on the Ohio River, most all of my
hydrated, and alert your supervisor to
Applebee's, you could probably stand to
favorite summer activities involve
person was in trouble.
any dangerous conditions you see at
cook a few meals at home.
The last thing I want to do is scare
water. There's no better cure for a
your facility.
But saying you're going to eat Ramen
you away from enjoying the water this
scorching July afternoon than a trip to
I've been a lifeguard for the last five
noodles everyday and live in a van down
summer; I'm asking you to be smart.
the lake with friends, and even long
summers, and fortunately I've never
by the river to try to cut costs probably
had to make a major rescue - but that
Even strong swimmers can experiafter it's entirely too cold for even a
won't last very long.
ence problems that suddenly render
campfire, you'll find me sneaking away
doesn't mean that I stop thinking about
Don't forget about saving money for
them unable to swim or call for help.
to test out just how cold Kentucky Lake
that possibility. T he first summer I
emergencies
and incidentals. You'll be
Elaine
Never swim alone and always be aware
gets in October. I've been looking forworked at camp, our director asked us
regretting that splurge trip to Cancun
Kight
ward to summer since shortly after the
of the ability and condition of others
to write a pretend letter to the parent of
when your furnace breaks in .February.
a camper that had drowned on our
leaves dropped from the trees, and you
you art• swimming with.
Also, make sure when you do save
can bet that as soon as the risk of
Alcohol and boats don't mix. The
watch-it was an emotional experience,
Elaine Kight is the
money, it is being put into an account
hypothermia passes, I'll be taking a dip
impaired judgment and motor skills
but it has been a continual reminder
photography editor
with a high interest rate. The less money
in the lake.
brought about by alcohol increase your
that when people are in the water, nothat The Murray State
you have burning a hole in your pocket,
If you're a strong swimmer. you
risk of a silent drowning and certainly
ing can be more important than ensurNews from Goshen,
the less likely you will be to buy a new
probably never think twice about how
affect your ability to safely operate the
ing their safety. Your attentiveness can
Ky.
Coach bag or Nintendo 360.
dangerous summer fun in the water can
boat. Half of all adolescent male drownand will save lives.
Being smart in the classroom can easily
ings involve alcohol. The rules of drink·
be. Unfortunately, for far too many peoWhether your summer plans include
• translate into being smart with your
ple this summer, a trip to the ocean or
ing and driving apply to boats as well:
boating, swimming, or a trip to the
finances through .some spending reflec·
the community pool will be fatal. The
leave tht~ booze at home and don't ride
beach, don't overlook the risks that
tion and goal setting. In today's economy,
with anyone under the influence.
aquatic activities present.
American Red Cross reports that about
it's more of a necessity than a choice.
5,000 people drown each year in the
If you're a lifeguard, treat your job as
Have a safe, water-filled summer.
Alaina Zanin is the opinion editor for
the serious matter of life or death that it
See you at the lake.
United States, most of them occur durThe Murray State News. She can be
reached at alaina.zanin@murraystate.edu.
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into summer

Swimmers should be more aware of water safety
In My
Opinion

•
il

Write to us
The Murray State News welcomes commentaries and letters to the editor. letters should be 300 words or less. Contributors should include phone numbers for
verification. Please include hometown, classification and title or relationship to the University. Commentaries should be limited to 600 words. The Murray State
News reserves the right to edit for style. length and content. All contributions should be turned in before Wednesday of each week via e-mail or thenews.org .
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SIMBA UPDATE

,Changes made in Roads program

Fundraising efforts
result successfully
for former student
Mia Walters

leave

u.s ..··

Staff writer
A group of Murray State
alumni recently reached its
goal of $16,000 to help keep a
fellow alumnus in the U.S.
Simba Muskwc was fncing
deportation to Zimbabwe
because he could not reapply
for a visa without official transcripts. The University would
not release his transcripts until
he paid a $16,000 balance.
Muskwe's friends, Lauren
Wilson and Craig Jacobs started fundraising efforts with a
PayPal-based Web site, which
raised about $1,500, Wilson
said.
There were PayPal and
mailed donations from the
Murray State community,
friends, family , people on
Fac.:ebook and "friends of
friends of friends," Wilson
said. "We received donations
from people we didn't even
know."
Much of the money came in
$10-$200 amounts, but several
large donations were also
made. Richemn Mourad, a for·
mer tennis teammate of
Muskwc and Jacobs, donated
$2,000. Wilson, Jacobs and
Muskwe saved up $3,000, and
Wilson's parents then donated
the balance of $6.000.
Muskwe said reaching the
goal was a huge weight off his
shoulders.
"[ was so overwhelmed
when Craig and lauren told
me that we had reached the
goal," he said. "My sincere
thanks and gratitude go to all
people who helped me go
through the tough situation,
because witheut them I would
be making preparations to
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Amanda Crider
Staff writer
Although the number of
adults with college degrees in
the United States is on the
rise, the Commonwealth of
Kentucky is doing even more
to try to increase the number
of its citizens who graduate
with bachelor's degrees.
According to the Kentucky
Council on Postsecondary
Education, in the year 2007,
245 percent of all Americans
held a bachelor's degree or
higher, while only 17J percent of Kentucky residents
held at least a bachelor's
degree.
In western Kentucky alone,
the amount of adults with
bachelor's degrees vary from
Calloway County with 24
percent to Hickman County
with 8.8 percent.
To help combat this problem, the CPE developed a
program titled "Double the
Numbers," which chaUenges
all Kentucky pubic universities to double their number of
graduates by the year 2020.
To help achieve this goal,
Murray State is putting a new
emphasis on the Roads Schol-

the
he

said.
Now that
he has paid
the university and can
stay in the
United
States,
Musk we
said
he
Si.mba
plans
to
Muskwe
continue
Murray State working at
alumnus
Herbst
Gaming Inc., and is in the
pro~css of getting his Hl·B
('mployment visa, he said. He
nlso plans to ,utend summer
dasscs at the University of
NcvaJa.
In order to avoid a similar
situation, Muskwe said he
would advise international students to apply for as many
scholarships as they can.
"You give yourself the
chance to m101mizc the
amount of money that has to
be paid to universities." he
said.
Some of these include graduate assistantships, fellowships, grants, athletic scholarships, academic scholarships
and many others, he said.
"Hopefully, not many international
students
will
encounter the probll•ms I have
had to face," he said.
Said Wilson: "We hope that
by informing others of Simba's
situation through this grassroots effo~ that this issue has
made people more aware oft he
challenges that many intcrna·
tiona! Students face."
Mia Walter$ can be reached
at mia. walters@murraystate.
edu.

Gary
Brockway
Provost

ars
prog r a m ,
w h i c h
sends faculty members
to
public
middle and
h i g h
schools in
the region
in order to
encourage
students
to attend

college.
Started in 1994 by former
University President Kern
Alexander, the program now
serves approximately 60 high
schools and 13 middle
schools.
Robin Taffler, coordinator
for Roads Scholars and the
Center for Service Learning
and Civic Engagement, said
although the program has a
simple objective, it is more
difficult than it appears.
"We have to be very flexible because each school has
different needs," Taffler said.
"It's not a one-size-fits-all
type of thing."
Each school in the program
is assigned a team of four to

five faculty members who
visit the school periodically
to do presentations or talk to
students about specific career
paths and degrees they might
be interested.
"You don't know about a
lot of potential careers in
middle school o r high
school," Taffler said. "Getting
students exposed to that is a
big, big thing. Our students
need to know what is available."
Gary Brockway, provost
and vice president of Academic Affairs, agreed with
Taffler and said some high
school students don't go to
college because they are simply unaware of the variety of
degrees offered.
"Some of our faculty will go
talk about career opportunities in their field," Brockway
said. "Oftentimes, students
aren't aware of these opportunities. They get excited
and want to go to college."
Another obstacle that has
to be overcome is the lack of
support at home for some students who might want to go
to college.
"We still have a number of
first-generation students,"

Brockway said. "These stu·
dents sometimes don't get the
encouragement from home
that students with parents
who have been to college
have. These students are just
as intelligent. They just
aren't motivated or don't
know about the opportunities."
Although the Roads Scholars program bas grown drastically in the past 14 years,
Taffler said the program is
looking for more volunteers
so even more students can be
given the motivat ion and
encouragement to continue
their education.
"You want in the long term
to increase that college going
rate," Taffler said. "It's probably the best thing for everyone. The long-term benefits
are important and crucial.
That's why Roads Scholars is
very important, trying tu help
in those areas."
Faculty members who
would like to participate in
the Roads Scholars program
should contact Robin T:tfflcr
at 809-3080.
Amanda Crider can be
reached at amanda.crider
@murraystate.edu.

' Across campus
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Women's Center kicks off poetry month

EUuminate plans for next meeting

Constance Alexander, an award-winning writer from Murray,
will kick-off National Poetry Month with a reading of her new
book of poems, "Letter From Down Under," at 7 p.m. Tuesday in
the Curris Center Stables.
Sponsored by the Women's Center, the event will be free and
open to the public. For more information contact Constance
Alexander at 270·753-9279.

The next Elluminate session, designed to discuss topics relevant to the University, will occur from 12:15 to 1 p.m.Tuesday.
All may participate by logging in between noon and 12:15 p.m.
to the Elluminate site after following the Roundabout Murray
link; no password is required.
The session is titled "Faculty Issues - What's on the Horizon?"
and will be moderated by Jay Morgan, Faculty Regent and associate professor in the school of agriculture.

Disney program begins recruitment
The Disney College Program will visit Murray State April 9-10
at 4 p.m. in the Freed Curd Auditor ium of the Collins Center for
Industry and Technology to present information about the program in order to recruit interns.
The internships are open to students of all majors and academic levels. Students interested can complete an applitation oo·
Une prtor;m the ~tatfon.

The Web site is disney.collegeprogram.com. Contact Brooke
Harris Wiles at 809-3117 for more information.

Athletic department requests assistance
The Murray State Athletic Department is asking for students
to volunteer to assist its marketing office by working an hour a •
week in the athletic department and at assigned athletic events
throughout the year.
Studeot& iotemosted l~~er slull,lld attend
Interviews at -4 p.ltr. A ..
l!i*Mt ~ ':Cbntact
Kyle McClure at 809-3517 for more information. Those attending
the interview should bring a resume.

1309 johnson BLVD.
270-767-0760 • edsmurray.com

Aveda Men
it's the natural
choice
Book your
appointment

now!

Can you sing, dance, play an
instrument, do stand-up comedy,
recite or write poetry, hula hoop
OR have an unusual talent?

1st Place - $150
2nd Place - $ 100
3rd Place - $50
1a(entf invo(ving weaponf, prolanitv, lire,
dangerouf che ~ica(f, nuditv
or anv other (ewd actf are prohiiJi+ed.

......,...,.... ..... ....,_10......, . . . . . . Wonlllp -11-.10 ....

......, Evening Wonlllp- .....
Monday- fltday - 7 p.lll.........

eon. of Doran Road and Holiday Drtve In Murray, KY
Tlb 14 ....

c-- S1nel) tD ...... Road, turn 18ft go past

........, lllgll Sclleol411 St. • llleleft Is Holiday DriV&

Auditions
April 1
Curris Center
Small Ballroom
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
(Must Bring MSU I D)

Murray State's.
Got Talent
Aprll25
Wrather Museum
8 p.m.
·Free Admission - Bring
Canned Goods For Needllne

94 West

641
D
0

r

a

n
Sponsored By CAB: Con tac t jrobln.phelpaOgmall.com
for m o re Information

Murray H. S.

..-Building

West Murray
Church of Christ

Holiday Dr.

Please call 753-3800 or 489-2207 for
more information or transportation.
www.westmurraychurch.com

West Murray
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Recent dfug occurrences call for analyzing procedures
Robin Phelps
Assistant News Editor
Movies like "Half Baked,"
songs like "Because I Got
High" and sitcoms like "That
70s Show" depict and constantly reference marijuana.
But are the infiltration's of
this drug within the media
causality for the recent
occurrences of students
caught with the substance at
Murray State?
The answer has yet to be
determined, while Murray
State Police reported handling 22 cases of students in
possession of marijuana in
2007.
The most serious case handled by Murray State Police
involved firearms and marijuana trafficking, Major Jody
Cash said.
Though the number of students found in possession of
the drug can be seen as a relatively low or high count,
Kim Paschall, associate director of Health Services, said
she believes students may

use the drug because of its
appeal.
"It's just like cigarettes
used to be ... television could
be a factor," Paschall said.
Whether it is Dawn Wells
from "Gilligan's Island" who
was recently caught with the
drug or Snoop Dogg who frequently refers to his use of
the substance, the fact still
remains - the drug is illegal.
"Kentucky's criminal consequences for possession of
marijuana are up to one year
in jail and/or a $1,000 fine,"
Cash said via e-mail.
Not only is marijuana use
punishable by law, students
possessing drug parapherna·
lia could face up to five years
in prison and/or up to a
$5,000 fine.
According to the Murray
State Student Life policy
handbook. distributing, possessing and using illegal
drugs is prohibited and is
punishable by the University's Judicial Board. Members
can choose a punishment as
serious as expulsion or as

mild as a warning.
Regardless of the punishment rendered by the University, marijuana users may
fall susceptible to several
risks associated with the
drug.
A Murray State Health Services pamphlet indicates
numerous effects of marijuana including short-term
memory loss, chronic bronchitis and a we-akened
immune system.
Frequently using marijuana
or long-term use can cause
abnormal menstrual cycles in
women, low and/or abnormal
sperm counts in men and
mental confusion that could
be per manent.
Extreme cases of long-term
marijuana use are identified
in the Do It Now Foundation's pamphlet on "Marijuana and Personality and
Behavior," a study suggesting
a link between marijuana and
schizophrenia.
"In that study, researchers
found that those w ho had
smoked pot 10 times were 2.3

times as likely to be diagnoses with the disease as
non-users. while those smoking at least 50 times were 2.9
more likely," according to the
pamphlet.
The psychological, emotionaJ and physical affects of
marijuana can temporarily or
permanently alter a person,
but Paschall said the road to
recovery is strongly advocated by the University.
"The person needs to realize the danger of using marijuana and possibly seeking
treatment or counseling to
determine why they're using
the drug and how to stop,"
Paschall said. ''Marijuana is a
gateway drug to other drugs."
This fact could be among
many reasons why the Murray State Police are cracking
down on those who disobey
the U niversity's policy on
prohibited drugs.
"Many times there is a misconception that a person is
strong enough to experiment
with these substances and
not get addicted ... then after

Murray State Statistics

22

Possessions of marijuana in 2007

20

Possessions of drug paraphernalia in
2007

1

Trafficking marijuana within 1,000
yards of aschool
Photo illustration by Elaine Kight!The Nt•ws

trying it once, it's easier to
try it again, and pretty soon it
becomes an addition that is
very difficult to overcome,"
Cash sajd.
"Murray State Police
Department treats possession
of drugs and paraphernalia
cases seriously," . Cash said.

"We work with the other
campus groups to educate the
community about the personal and criminal consequences
of drug possession, use or
distribution."
Robin Phelps can be reached
at robinj.pltelps@murraystate.
edu.

College residents, administrators name seminars for fall semester
Clayton Vertrees
Staff writer
Residential college seminars give students and faculty opportunities to discuss areas of academic
interest, and further connect with tbe4 respective
colleges.
Bonnie
Higginson,
White College faculty
head, said a desire to create
an academic focus within
the residential colleges initially motivated Murray
State to offer residential
college seminars. Through
seminars, H igginson said
and
faculty
students
explore specific areas not
necessar ily associated with
their academic concentrations.
"T hese seminars give
faculty an opportunity to

teach some things that they
are passionate about, that
they are interested in, but
might not be part of the
regular curr iculum," Higginson said. "For students,
it is a chance to take a class
outside of the things they
read about and study about
all the time, and to just
learn for fun."
Higginson said Murray
State offers one seminar
per residential college for a
single credit hour. T he
flexibility of these courses
comes through various
hour structures and the
number of professors
teaching a seminar.
"These classes can be
offered in different ways,"
Higginson said. "In some
cases, seminars _can be one
hour a week for 16 week.~.
Other times, a course

might meet for two hours,
one night a week for the
ftrst or second eight weeks
of the semester."
One of the most interesting aspects of the college
seminars. Higginson said is
the degree of student
involvement in determining the courses offered.
Through such participation, Higginson said students exhibit the values
behind the residential college system.
"I have not heard of that
happening on any other
campus where the students
actually choose courses to
be delivered in residential
colleges
or
campus
dorms," Higginson said.
"In this way, the college
seminars really go across
the living and learning
environment behind the

residential college system."
Sue Sroda, associate professor o( English and phi·
losophy, said the college
seminar she taught for
Hester College provided
her a way to interact with
students not normally seen
in her classroom.
"I had been involved in
some individual events in
Hester over the past few
years, but because I normally teach at night, I hadn't had any way to have
more sustained connections with students," Sroda
said.
After telling Hester's
faculty
bead,
Eric
Umstead, about Higginson's project involving the
online game "Second Life."
and her interest in making
connections with the residential colleges, Umstead

suggested proposing her
project as a college semi·
nar. Through Higginson's
seminar "Virtual Hester,"
her class e:'<plored residential colleges through "Second Life," and held discussions with students both
off and online, through virtual forums.
"'Virtual Hester' was
professionaJ development
in the sense that it gave me
the student perspective on
this 'Second Life' project
that I was already working
on," Higginson said. "Also,
I think it L-; important that
students and faculty see
each other outside of just
the classroom context, so
that we understand what
each other's lives are Like."
Clayton Vertrees can be
reached at james. vertrees@
murraystate.edu .
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Officials set the records straight on campus-wide rumors
Emily Wuc:bner
News Editor

I.
'

You probably heard about
them at Freshman Orientation or joked about them
with your friends . The bottom line is the rumor mill is
always turning.
Here is your guide, in black
and white, to determine truth
from fiction.
MYTH If your roommate
commits suicide, you will
receive straight A's.
Simply, if you want
straight A's, you have to
earn them. Provost Gary
Brockway said he is not
familiar with any academic
policy granting a student a
perfect report for a roommates death.
"Certainly if a roommate
were to commit suicide, I
think that there would be a
period of time that faculty
members would certainly
work with that student and
understand that the person
is not able to function at
full-speed but there certainly would not be any kind of
policy to give that person
straight A's," Brockway said.
MYTH If you arc hit by a
car (or in a crosswalk) on
campus, you will receive
free tuition.
Getting a substantial

scholarship is probably the
That's news to Associate
Professor at Pogue Library
best bet for attending school
free.
and University historian
Brockway said if a person
Ernie Bailey.
were hit by a vehicle on
Bailey said he has never
campus. most likely the inch • read or seen documentation
dent would be ag'flinst th~
~ftPfflftlg' tfi~su~rstltl15n.
person and the driver of tbe
Qrlginally, College Courts
vehicle.
was farmland owned by for"It doesn't make any sense
mer University President
in that if a student were hit
John Carr. Carr sold the
by a car on campus or in a
property to the state.
crosswalk, the driver might
Bailey said he is only
very well be held liable,"
aware of one American Indian burial ground in the
Brockway said. "Then there
could be action that the stucounty.
"The only one I know of
dent could take against the
driver, but there is no policy
in the county, that has been
documented, was out many
like that at the University."
miles west of here in a place
called Backusburg," Bailey
MYTH If the teacher is
more than 10 minutes late to
said. "There was an Indian
burial ground out there in
class. class is canceled.
Brockway classified this
the 1800s."
rumor as more of an urban
legend.
FACT There is a horse
"There is absolutely no
buried at Roy Stewart Stadi··
University policy that dieuin.
The Racers' first mascot,
tatcs that class is dismissed
or anything like that because
Violet Cactus, is buried at
a professor is late for class."
Stewart Stadium near the
Brockway said.
area where Racer 1 begins its
trek around the football field
If the professors are going
to be more than a couple
after a Racer touchdown.
minutes late, typically they
"When I came here in the
call their department secrefall of 1981, she was running
tary who will notify the
around the track at the footclass, Brockway said.
ball games," Coordinator of
Sports Information David
Snow said. "She was the flrst
MYTH College Courts was
built on top of an American
horse."
Violet Cactus, an actual
Indian burial ground.

racehorse donated to the
University in the mid-1970s,
began the long-standing tradition that is now carried on
by Racer 1.

UNSOLV1ID A ghost haunts
the elevators in the Price
Doyle Fine Arts Center.
If the elevators drop or
get stuck with students in

MYTH If a car is parked
illegally with ~s parking
flashers on, Public Safety
wiU not issue a ticket.
Director of Public Safety
David DeVoss said viaemail turning on a vehicle's
emergency flashers does not
give people the right to park
anywhere.
"Some vehicles parked in
fire lanes or handicapped
spaces or those blocking
someone else in, for a few
examples. have been ticketed and towed with their
flashers on," DeVoss said.
DeVoss said it is impor· .
tant students check the Publie Safety Web site to read
parking regulations.

Vine
h
the
culprit.
Though administrators
can not confirm the elevators or buildings are haunted, people claim they have
beard or felt the ghost's
presence.
What is for sure is a worker died while the building
was being constructed. Bailey said he is unsure of
specifics but that part of the
rumor is true.
"I think there was an acci·
dent in the elevator shaft
many years ago, when there
was some construction
going on,'' Bailey said. "That
I believe is true."

MYTH Motorcycles are not
ticketed.
Shirley Scott, parking
supervisor in Public Safety,
said motorcycles that are
not parked in the areas with
the marking M/C on the
pavement or are parked in a
vehicle parking space, will
be ticketed. Scott said not
.many motorcycles have been
ticketed at Murray State and,
to her knowledge, none have
been towed.

the~~u~d

PACT The Roy Stewart Sta,dium parking lot was once
the town dump.
Where Stewart Stadium
and the parking lot sit were
once part of the town dump,
Bailey said. Today, Bailey
said most of the debris has
been removed.
"They excavated and tried
to get down and dig out all
of the dump, which would
have been soft material. You
couldn't build on that," Bailey said. "Where the trash

was would have been soft
and very spongy, so they
had to get below that."
Bailey said the dump was
moved out into the country
~ Stewart ~d.ium was
c st'tu~ed in 1 4.
FACT There are a few chit- I
dren buried on University I
property near the Nathan B.
Stubblefield monument.
Nathan Stubblefield, an
inventor who made advancements in wireless communication, and his family owned
a home and land in the
neighborhood across from
the monument of Stubblefield.
"There are at least two of
their children that were
buried there on the grounds.
but that was common in
those days,'' Bailey said.
"Many people buried relatives on their farms."
Bailey said when the chi!dren died, their bodies were
buried on private property,
but now the land is owned
by the University. While it is
uncertain exactly where the
children are buried, Bailey
said all the information on
the Stubblefield family and
the historical record point to
a spot underneath a parking
lot.
Emily Wuchner can be
reached at emily. wuchner@
murraystate.edu.
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Adams accepts head coaching job at Wichita State

file photo
I

Head Coach Jody Adams celebrates with the Racers after a recent win.

The past week has been a whirlwind
week for the Murray State women's basketball team. First, the team traveled to
College Park, Md., to play in the NCAA
tournament for the first time in the program's history against a top-10 team in
Duke.
Wednesday offered a program-shaking announcement that the coach that
took the Racers to the tournament will
move on to coach at a new school. Jody
Adams, the now former Racer women's
head coach, has accepted the same position at Wichita State.
..We're coming off of an experience
that no other team here has experienced." sophomore Mallory Luckett said.
"The support we got from the communi-

ty and the campus has been great. No
one really saw this coming, but I'm
happy for her, she told us that she's
wanted to coach there before. She said
the program was in bad shape and she
wanted to flip it around."
Adams led the Racers to their only
NCAA tournament appearance in her
first season as head coach, which also
was her first season as a head coach of
any program. Adams led the Racers to 24
wins, the single-season record. She also
led the Racers to 15 Ohio Valley Conference wins and 13 home wins in the
Regional Special Events Center, both
single-season records.
At Wichita State Adams will replace
Jane Albright, who coached the Shockers

to a 48-95 overall record and a 24-66
record in the Missouri Valley Conference in her five years at the helm. Adams
has ties to the MVC, after being an ass is~
tant head coach at Southern Illinois from
2004 to 2007.
"I appreciate all that Jody has done for
our program, and 1 wish her all the best,"
Athletic Director Allen Ward said.
For the Racers, after the new head
coach is hired, he or she will be the third
coach in as many years.
"We've had to deal with adversity as a
team and we've stuck together," Luckett
said. "No matter who comes in here,
we'll just have to adjust to whoev'er it is."
Aaron Weare can be reached at
aaron. wearc@murraystate.edu.

•
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Maryland fans cheer for Murray State In the toumamenrs first round.

Racers fall in first round
time conference foe Duke.
"All Maryland fans hate Duke,"
Maryland fan Sandy Aleksei from
Laurel, Md., said before Sunday's
game.
"It was so amazing when (Duke)
got thrown (to College Park). We're
very, very excited to be here."
With Terrapin fans in full support,
Murray State came out shooting in
the game's first minutes, but the rim
proved to be an unforgiving one during the first half of play. giving the
team an abnormally low 25 percent
shooting percentage at the end of
the first 20 minutes.
"It was very frustrating," lee said
after the game. I think I had quite a
few open shots that usually fall, but
we've been there before and and we
just had to keep shooting.•·
After getting only nine of 35 shots
to fall in the first, the Racers went
into the locker room down 35-23.
With a 12-point separation
between the No. 3 and 24 seeds and
20 minutes left to play, the Racers
took the momentum away after half
time, notching five points just before
the 19-minute mark.
With two vital three-point shots
from senior Shaleea Petty and junior
Ashley Hayes, the Racers pulled to
within seven points of Duke - the
team's smallest gap of the night.
"My thoughts (at that point) were
we've got them, our shots are falling,
everything is in our moment if we
take care of the ball with poise,".
Hayes said.
Despite an electric crowd and a

AutumnBoaz
Editor in Chief
After winning the Ohio Valley
Conference, moving on to the
NCAA tournament for the f1rst time
in school history and finally being
named the No. 14 seed in the nation's
biggest basketball tournament, the
women's basketball team left the
comfort of its home court Friday and
headed to College Park, Md., to compete in NCAA first-round play.
But when the tournament rookies
entered the court Sunday night to
face No. 3-seeded Duke, the Murray
State fan base had suddenly extended to the east coast, greeting the
team with a home-court advantage
of sorts for what would ultimately
be the team's last game of the season.
Despite having only a small crowd
of fans decorated in blue and gold,
the gym fllled with Maryland Terrapin fans, who for 40 qu~ck minutes
~ooverted to Murray State fans to
set the stage for a ~arne that made
• the underdogs feel right at home.
~: "It was nice - it was unbelievable,"
:senior Alaina Lee said.
t "We brought a group of fans here
"'from Murray and we had some good
support, but it was nice to sec Maryland fans support us also. It was a
great feeling."
• With the gym filled to a capacity
;Jthe Racers had never seen, the team
,.jell to the Blue Devils 78-57, further
adding to the animosity shared
between Terrapin fans and long-

photos by Elaine KightJ Tho News

Senior Alalna Lee looks for a way around 6-foot sophomore Keturah Jackson durin<J the team's NCAA first round oame aoainst Duke.
the seven-point spread didn't last
long. The relentless Blue Devil press
defense, coupled with the team's
power-house offense, pushed Duke
out to a 20-point lead less than five
minutes after Murray State's most
impressive run of the contest.
Duke's 20-point lead, however,
became a consistent factor in the
second half. eventually leading to a
21-point Duke victory.
Leading the way for the Blue Devil
offense was senior Wanisha Smith
who notched 16 points. Smith, however, was only one of several problems for the Racers. The mere presence of the team created chaos for
the visibly small Murray State team
throughout the duration of the game.

"I thought we had some really
good shots. but it's really hard to
emulate the size of a Duke team one of the top teams," Adams said.
"... They're so much bigger and taller
and wider, and you can't emulate
that.
To counteract the Duke offense,
senior Ashley Hayes collected a
game-high 26 points for the Racers,
accounting for nearly half of Murray
State's offense.
Junior Amber Guffey recorded
nine
points,
while
Gerraca
Matthews created a spark off the
bench to notch seven points.
Despite the heartbreaking loss,
Adams said she encouraged her
team to think about this year's long

list of accomplishments.
"'J want to give credit to our team,"
Adams said. "You've got {Lee and
Petty) who have been with the team
for four years, who came to Murray
State when the program wasn't even
on the map.... They've turned that
program now into a winning program and have had their best season
ever.... I'm asking these guys not to
hang their heads,"
This year the team set a program
record for most wins in a season
with 24. The team also led the OVC
in .scoring and tied a school record
for most conference wins in a season
with 15.
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autumn.boaz@murraystatc.edu.
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Murray State Events

Friday: CBS @ 6:27 p.m.
College Basketball
Stanford @ Texas

Sunday: ESPN @ 7:05 p.m.
MLB
Atlanta @ Washington

Saturday : Baseball @ 1 p.m.
Reagan Field
·
Mur ray State vs. Samford

Saturday: Men's Tennis @ 10 a.m.
Richmond, Ky.
Murray State vs. Eastern Kentucky

Friday: CBS @ 8:57 p.m.
College Basketball
Michigan St. @ Memphis

Monday: ESPN2 @ 1:20 p.m.
MLB
Chicago @ Milwaukee

Saturday : Track @ TBA
Starkville, Miss.
Bulldog Invitational

Saturday: Women's Ten. @ 10 a.m.
Richmond, Ky.
Murray State vs. Eastern Kentucky
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Age minimum
discussion
provides debate
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Racers
open first
I
spring
practice

It's the time of the Y""' when hasketb•ll
is America's sport. By that, I mean football
is in its semi-off season, bast•ball is in
spring training and. according to the television ratings. hockey doesn't exist. With a
great playoff race in the NBA and March
Madness, basketball has sports fans paying
close attention and appar~ntly that's not
gol)J enough. No, NBA Commissioner
David Stern has to bring up a polarizing
topic: the NHA age minimum.
The NBA age minimum has been a hot
topic since it was
1
first brought to the
public's attention
after the 2005 season
as a chip in the collective bargaining
Aaron Weare
pwccss between the
Sports Editor
NBA and the NBA
Player's Union. The
While most of the Murray State
rule basically states
student body still counted sheep.
someone can't play
nestled tight under a comforter, the
in the NBA until
Racer football team hit the Roy
after the player
Aaron
'Stewart Stadium turf at 5:30 a.m.
turns 19 and if the
Tuesday for its first official spring
Weare
pl:lyer is American,
practice.
he must wait one
Sports Editor
"1 liked this morning," Head
year after his high school graduation.
Coach Matt Griffm said. "We had
Originally. Stem wanted the minimum
some pretty good enthusiasm for an
to be raised to ZO years of age. The two
early morn.ing practice, being the
parties could only agree on 19 and that's
first one."
where the minimum is today. In a Time
"The kids came out ready to go. I
Magazine Q& A session a few weeks ago. '
was a little displeased with five
Stern said he definitely thought going to a
procedure penalties offensively.
20·year old minimum would he the way
You can credit that to the first day
for the NBA to go.
and you can demand better, which
Opponents of the age minimum had
we will certainly do with practice
many different reasons why the age minitwo. I liked the way we ran
mum was a bad idea. The minimum was
around."
illogical. illegal or it prevented those
Following 15 practices, all of
young pl:lyers from earning a living in
which will take place in Stewart
their chosen profession,
Stadium, the Racers' spring pracI disagree with all of these points. The
tice season will culminate with the
'players' union, a union that every player
annual Spring Game at noon April
who has entered the league has signed up
19.
to be a member. collectively bargained the
"The spring is when you form
·agreement. These entering players are
your team for the fall," Griffin said.
subject to the rules of this league. The
"This year will be a lot different
issue at hand is simple: yes, this minimum
•
and more competitive with a little
docs hold back someone from making:
more depth. It certainly helps us
money at his chosen profession, but if it
more to have a little more experihas been collectively bargained, it's the
ence.
I would say there are 50 kids
Jaw of the land. Unions do this all the time
on the roster that have played sigin America.
nificant reps in games, which will
For example. look at the NFL and Mauhelp us move everything forward."
• rice Clarett. Clarett sued the NFL in 2003
The key to the Racer offensive
for keeping him out of the 2003 NFL Draft
attack for the spring will be how it
after his sophomore year. The second U.S.
adapts to new offensive coordinaCircuit Court of Appeals decided to
tor Keeth Matheny's spread offenuphold the NFL's age minimum, which
· said a player had to be out of high school I
for three years. It stands to reason that the
NBA's minimum would hold similar
weight.
These players still have the option to
play ball for money. just not in the NBA.
Go to Europe if you need to make money
bad enough. There arc several European
Kyle Rogers
· pro leagues that pay well. Do they pay
Staff writer
NBA money? No. But the argument was
that players can't earn a Living here; in
1
The Murray State ThoroughEurope. they can earn a living. "But
breds continued their successful
Aaron, I don't want to go to Europe." My
season this week, splitting a
response is you don't need it that badly
home-at-home series with Lipthen. Callous or not, get over it.
scomb. The 'Breds fell Tuesday 4Let's face it, the minimum is here to
3 in Nashville, Tenn., but bounced
stay. lt's just that Stern wants to extend
back by defeating the Bison ll-6
the minimum to 20. I say go for it, because
Wednesday at Reagan Field.
in reality what player would be hurt by
The 'Breds got the bats going
two years to prepare for the NBA as
early Wednesday. scoring five
opposed to one? Let's look at just last
runs in the first inning followed
year's draft where six of the first 12 picks
were 19 years old and the first crop of by a three-run second inning.
Murray State was led once again
players to have to wait that year. Kevin
by freshman Elliot Frey who went
Durant, Greg Oden. Mike Conley, Brandan
Wright. Spencer Hawes and Thaddeus 1 two for four from the plate. Frey
batted in one run and scored
Young were the picks in the draft.
thret.•. Sophomore Kyle Tiernan
Durant is the only player averaging in
went two for two. scoring two
double figures (19.6 points per game) in
runs of his own.
anything other than time on the pine. ConMurray State's win Wednesday
ley came out after one year to not much
continued its trend of coming
success. Let's compare him to another topback in its series. The 'Breds
five pick in the draft from the year before.
came back to beat Bradley,
New Orleans' Chris Paul, who left coUege
after two years. He's the next big thing. I I Nicholls State, Bowling Green
State and Jacksonville State after
realize Paul was probably destined to be a
earlier losses to those teams.
better player anyway. but my point is
"I feel real good about our guys
there's not been one player who has been
and the effort they give us," Head
hurt by the age minimum, and I don't sec
Coach Rob McDonald said.
it happening any time soon.
"We don't always play well. I
think we've played well most of
the time. (Tuesday). they beat us
ov<'r there in Nashville and I
think our guys were determined
to come out and play better
(Wednesday) and give a good
Aaron Wcarc is the .~ports t•ditor at the showing here on our home field."
Murray State News. Aaron can be reached
Sophomore Jake Donze took
at aaron. wcarc@murraystate.cdu
the mound for the 'Breds, pitch-
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The Racer football team endspractice with sprints. Theteam started practice Tuesday.
sive attack.
"I think they had time to meet
and learn a little bit," Griffin said.
"I'm not so much worried about
that as I am consistency. and that's
what (the offense) has to get better
at. I think last year we didn't come
out of the gate in any one game

very well. and that's something
we're going to have-to pick up."
The offense will rerurn the Ohio
Valley Conference Freshman of the
Year in quarterback Jeff Ehrhardt.
Several running backs will return
for the Racers in sophomores CharHe Jordan and Josh Jones. Junior

running back Paul McKinnis also
will return.
Another All-OVC selection, firstteamer sophomore DeAngelo Nelson, will lead the receiving corps.
The Racers will return four starters
on the offensive line to pave the
way for the skill position players.
The Racers wlll return 22 players with starts from last year's team
- eight on the offensive side and 14
from the defense. Additionally. the
Racers welcome back 41 lettermen,
19 returning for offense and 22 for
defense.
Of the 14 players with starting
experience returning for the
defense, five arc up front on the
defensive line. Two sophomore
ends in Austen Lane and Blake
Booth and sophomore tackles Will
Roach and Danny Blakemore return
with experience.
The Racer linebackers will be
strengthened with the return of the
last three seasons' leading tacklers.
Senior Nate Williams will return
for another Racer season after the •
NCAA granted him a medical hardship from a season-ending injury
earlier in his career.
Williams led the Racers in tackles in the 2005 and 2006 seasons
and he led the OVC in tackles in
2006. .Sophomore Tamar Butler led
the Racers in tackles and sacks with
78 and five. respectively.
The secondary wiU return a mix
of young players and seasoned veterans. Senior safety Will Werner
will return for his last year off a
2007 season where he was the
team's second-leading tackler.
Sophomore Taylor Lanigan will
return after an injured 2007 season,
which gave freshman Marvin
Robinson playing time.
Freshman cornerback John JeanBaptiste started 10 games last season and freshman cornerback
Justin Clark returns off the secondhalf of the 2007 season where he
saw a lot of playing time.
"l think our team speed is as good
as it has been since we've been
here," Griffin said.
" ... We're coming out running
and we're going to continue to do
that fust "tb get a ment:tltty th.at
t.>very time we take the field. we're
going to be faster than everybody
else. At least mentally faster and
certainly physically faster."
Aaron Weare can be reached at
uron. weare@murraystate.cdu.

'Breds ~plit home-at-home series with Lipscomb

I

1

· .: Immanuel Lutheran
•·
Church

ing two innings and gwmg up
four hits and three earned runs.
Donze was followed by sophomore Matt McGaha who pitched
four innings and gave up five hits
and two earned runs. Junior
Anthony Stacy finished the last
three innings, giving up only two
hits and one earned run.
Murray State's pitching has
been a strong point so far this season, but Wednesday the bats
overshadowed
the
mounddwellers. The ·sreds went a collective 12 for 33 with eight runs
batted in, including a two-run
homerun by junior Cory Hodskins
"When we left Jacksonville
State, we kind of got it handed to
us offensively," McDonald said.
"Our hitters have made a
renewed commitment, doing
what they need to do better and
I'm seeing some improvement.
I'm seeing some mechanical
improvement and an improvement in the approach up there."
"I think our guys. as they continue to get more at-bats we'U
look better and better at the
plate," McDonald said.
Tuesday. the Bison and the
'Breds faced off in Nashville. Lipscomb won 4-3 on an unearned
run in the sixth inning. Murray
State was led by Frey, Tiernan
and sophomore Wes Cunningham who went two for four
respectively.
Sophomore Marc Harman
pitched 5 and two-thirds innings

t

giving up eight hits and four runs.
Sophomore
Brad
Rowland
pitched two and one-third innings
giving up one hit and no runs.
Murray State's biggest loss this
season has been by seven runs to
Bowling Green State on March 15.
The 'Breds' nine losses are by an
average of two runs per loss. Five
losses were by one run.
''We've been competitive,"
McDonald said. "1 feel bad we've
lost so many one-run games."
"In the past, we've been able to
win a majority of those one-run
games and we've taken pride in
that as a team and I've taken pride
in that as a coach." McDonald
said. "For whatever reason. this
year we've lost more of them than
we should have and hopefully
that trend will change and we'll
be focused on doing the little
things r ight. Hopefully from here
on we'll win more than our share
of those one-run games."
Next up, Murray State will continue its OVC schedule when
they host Samford this weekend.
A double-header is set for Saturday, beginning at 1 p.m.. The
'Breds and Bulldogs will finish up
the series at 1 p.m. Sunday.
"Samford's always good with
good pitching," said McDonald.
"They always have quality hitting
and they'll come in here and fight
us every pitch for three games.
We've got to be ready to compete
and to protect our own field."
Kyle Rogers can be reached at
kylc.rogcrs@murraystare.edu.

Misty Hays/The News

Freshman Elliot Frey rounds second Tuesday.
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Tenmis teams rout Tennessee State, 7-0

Older lures
work well
past typical:
shelf life

t

Aaron Weare
Sports Editor
Murray State's men's tennis team
gave Head Coach Mel Purcell
career victory No. 100 Tuesday in a
7-0 victory against Tennessee
State. The women's tennis also
blanked the Tigers 7·0, Tue-:day.
"I guess any coach has a mile·
stone," Purcell said. "I'm just glad
for Murray State and that I've been
able to coach here. Basically, this is
just a great group of guys and I'm
glnd they could get it done today."
The Racers 0 -7, 1·1 Ohio Valley
Conference) led the day with a doubles sweep. as freshmen Mason
Johnson and Jadir Semcnsin won R·
l and senior Nick Ksiczopolski and
junior Mikel Headford won 8-2 to
clinch the point. Seniors Hunter
Gerlach and Chris Horton took No.
l doubles 8-5.
Gerlach said that win was great
for the team, espedall)' since it was
Purcell's lOOth.
"I'm really happy that we were
able to get it for him," Gerlach said.
"It's a milestone and I'm just glad
that I could be a part of it, to cap off
what we've been working on with
(Purcell)."
In singles action, the Racers won
all six matches in straight sets. Ger·
lach clinched the team victory in
No. l singles with a 6-0, 7-5 win.
Semensin took the .first victory at
No. 4 singles without losing a game.
Ksiezolpolski won 6·1, 6-1 in No. 3
singles and Horton won No. 2 sin·
glcs 6-1,6-2. Johnson won No. 5 singles 6-0. 6-3 and Headford rounded
out the Racers' victory with a 6-0.
7-5 win.
"This year, we've had a tough
schedule and we've had tough
matches," Purcell said.
"We just needed a win for these
guys. It's good to see them come
out and play well and getting a win
heading into more conference play
this weekend."
The women's tennis team lost
only two games in the entire match
as it coasted to a 7-0 victory. The
weather conditions were less than
ideal, but the Racers overcame
them anyway, sophomore J.yndsay
Ottosen said.
"It was pretty tough because it's
been windy and we were only able
to practice outside Monday and it
wasn't windy li~e this," Ottosen

Now is the time of year most anglers
take inventory of their tackle boxes and
the treasures it holds. There are tangles of
rusty hooks, clumps of plastic worms and
empty beef jerky wrappers. Think twice
before you start throwing it all in the
garbage.
Much to the dis·
may of the tackle
industry, lures do
not need that wout
of the package"
shine and paint job
to be effective. In
fact, some people
tweak lures before
they even see
water. For exam·
ple, I will often
take a red sharpie
marker to a few
strands of a white
spinnerbait skirt to
mimic a bleeding
Steve
baitfish.
Miller
Let's face it, all
predators, except Outdoor columnist
humans, prey on
the weak. Whether it is a lion stalking an
injured zebra in Africa or a coyote taking
advantage of an underdeveloped fawn,
imperfections in prey usually mean a
quick meal for predators.
I have lures in my tackle box that arc so
marred with tooth marks that it is impos·
sible to tell the original color. Despite the
imperfect finish, the lure produces . as
good as the day 1 bought it, and maybe
even better. This could be because the
noise it makes is similar to that of an
injured baitfish, or the action might be the
perfect replica of a distressed baitfish.
The lure may look like its days of catching
fish is over to most people, but I know it is
still capable of fooling wise fish.
Finding a lure that has an attribute different from the exact same models still on
the shelf at the store is a great thing, but
you can also ml>dify your own lures to
distinguish them from the run-of-th<.... mill
baits everyone can access. Jig skirts can be
trimmed to size. soft plastics can be dyed
and a crankbait can be spruced up ,with
the help of a magic marker or some spray
paint. With a little practice, you can create
some very original color patterns.
Diving lips arc the business end of any
crankbait. Longer lips cause the lure to
dive deep and shorter lips run shallow.
Also, thinner lips dive deeper due to less
water resistance.
My favorite trick is to "sharpen" a diving lip. A knife-blade edge on a diving lure
can increase diving depth. This works
very well on metal-bladed crankbaits. But
on plastic-lipped lures. the depth increase
may be short-lived, as the lip may wear
down as a result of contacting cover. This
is still OK, as all depths are productive at
some time or place.
,
There are individual differences in
lures among lures that look identical in
every way. Every experienced angler h.1s
a fleet of battle-scarred lures be wouldn't
trade you for your best bird dog. He
knows that there is something special
about these lures that cause the fish , to
react to it like a ringing dinner bell.
Once you find that perfect one, guard it
with your life. Go in the water to free it
from snags, don't cast it in front of pickerels or other toothy critters who will bite
it off, sleep with it under your pillow or
whatever it takes. Perfect lures are hard to
come by.
So when you arl' rummaging through
your tackle this spring, don't discount
lures because the paint may be chipping
or the color is a bit faded: All of these tips
can help you catch more ftsh of any
species. Just experiment with your lures
to achieve a certain goal. If it is weight, ·
depth or color, just use these tips and your
own experiences to create the perfect
lure. Don't be afraid to try something new.
It may be better than anything that · is
available.

Kristen MiiiN/ fhf' M'Ws

Sophomore Angela McGahee smacks a serve In her match Tuesday against Tennessee State. McGahee won In straight sets 6-0. 6·0.
said. "So we saw the weather
reports and we prepared for it. We
actuallr played in weather like this
when we played in Baton Rouge. so
we used it a little bit to help us."
Ottosen and freshman Alexis
Webb took the first doubles win at
No. 2 doubles, 8·0, and sophomore
Lynsey Bochenek and freshman
Katelyn Fulcher took No. 3 doubles
by the same score. Sophomore
Angela McGahee und junior Anne
Pennington won their 14th match in
a row with an 8-1 victory in No. 1
single.c;.
T he Racers m owed the T iger:. in
similar fashion in singles action as

a

they only gave up one game en
route to the team's victory.
"It's nice to be outside again and
sec the composure our young team
bad," Head Coach Connie Keasling
sa iJ. "It bought we did a great joh of
maintaining our composure and
keeping our minds focused on C(>m·
pet in!{."
McGahee won No. 1 singles 6·0,
6·0, as did Ottosen at No. 2 singles.
Senior Adriana Alvarez and Webb
won 6·0, 6...0 in No.4 and No.3 sin·
gles respectively. Katclyn Fulcher
gave up the lone game loss in her
No. 6 s ingles win, 6-0. 6-1. One
Racer stood out to Keasling with

her intense play.
"You have to take your hat off to
Ashley Pierson," Keasling. "She
attacked every serve ami that takes
so much concentration to step on
the court on a windy day and go
after your shots. It's very easy to sit
back and wait for someone else
make mistakes because of the wind,
but she didn't. She's a freshman
and I was very impressed by her
effort."
Both the men's and women's
teams travel to take on Morehead
State at 2:30 p.m. today.

!.Aaron We.ut:' can be reached at
aaron.wt.'are@murraystatc.edu.
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The Murray State rowing team competes on the Lake Natchitoches. La. The Racers rowed in many events during Spring Break earning several first-place finishes.

Racer rowers head south for Spring Break road trip
~

Alison Mugler
Staff writer
While most Murray State students got to head
borne or hit the beach for Spring Break, the Murray State women's rowing team traveled to
Natchitoches, La., for its spring training trip.
Although the women were not given the
~hance to experience the most sought-after location for a Spring Break. Head Coach Bill Mclean
was assured tb~ women were looking forward to
the week of intense training and competition.
"This is what we do," McLean said. "They're
nthletes, not like every other college student.
They are in a different mindset because they're
enjoyment comes from the racing and the oppor·
• -.tunity to see the rewards of all the training they
ihave been doing. If it were a break, it would be a
misfortune because that would take away from
all their hard work."
Senior Karen Delancy said the trip gave each
athlete a chance to focus on improving for the
remainder of the season without outside distrac·
tions.
"I don't really mind thnt we don't get a Spring
J Break," Delaney said. "The training there really
l prepares us for our season and lets us know what
we need to work on in the coming weeks to get
faster."
•
The Racers also trained in Natchitoches this
winter, but Sophomore Erin Sargent said the construct of the spring trip was much different.

"Winter training is a bit more nbout getting
our bodies into the right shape ... in the boat," Sargent said. "[t starts our new season with a
reminder of what our sport is about since we
don't sec the water until March in Murray. Spring
training is about fine-tuning the work we do in
the boat and continuing conditioning for a 2K."
The women jumped into competition Saturday
morning with a 1.25{)-mcter race against Washington University.
Both varsity A and varsity H boats swept their
opponent March 15 with a consecutive first- and
second-place finish against Washington University. McLean said the women then had tht~ next
four days to identify things they needed to work
on for the next race that was held March 20.
"It was nice to have a race that early in the trip
su they could see if th~·re were any problems,"
McLean said. "It was really jmportant for them to
have that eye opener that gives them thdr goals
of what they needed to work on."
The time between competitions gave the
women minimal rest and relaxation, as the
women woke each morning fur a twu·hour prac·
ticc drllling the technical aspt.•cts of the sport.
Following a break, a second practice followed
that focused on aerobics.
Thursday proved to be a successful day for the
Racers with varsity A earning another first place
finish with a time of seven minutes 30.4 seconds.
The varsity B boat earned sl'Cond, finishing about
20 seconds later. with the University of Kansas'

club warn and Wichita State's boat finishing third
and fourth.
The varsity A also competed later thut afternoon against thl' same schools, with the .tddition
of Northwestern University, in a 1.250-meter
race. The Racers came out on top with a finishing time of 4:S4
Tht.' novice eight also came out on top that
morning beating the Shockers of Wichita State
and the Jayhawks of the University of Kansas,
with a winning time of 5:03.66.
Later in the afternoqn. the eight-member varsity liA and 8B boats were split into two varsity
four boats, which beat out Wichita State and the
Univt•rsity of Kansas. The A and B boats finished
first and se..:ond respectively with times of 5:13.0
and 5:40.69.
With the nmount of success the women had on
the trip, Delancy said she wants to sec just how
much improvement can be made in the remainder of the season.
"We arc already faster than we were last sea·
son so th:ll is really exciting for our program,"
Delancy said. "The women are really committed."
The next competition for the Racers is scheduled fur April 5 for the John Hunter Regatta in
Oak Ridge, Tenn. The following weekend the
Racer's will huc;t the University of Alabama at
Kenlake State Park.

Alison Muglcr can be
a.lison.mugler@murraystate.edu.
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Stevt:' Milh.•r is the outdoor columnist
for The News. Steve can be reached at
steven.millcr@murraystnte.cdu
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Junior guard/for·
ward Ashley Hayes
notched 26 points
and pulled down
five rebounds in the
Racers' NCAA con·
test against Duke
Sunday.

Each week, The News will pick some of the top plays in Racer athletics. To submit a play to be considered for Hot Shots. contact
Aaron Weare at aaron.weare®murraystate.edu
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Sophomore Bethany Yates was named the Ohio Val·
ley Conference Player of the Week after she finished
fifth out of 85 golfers In the Shamrock lntercolte·
giate In Rock Hill, S.C. March 23. The Racers came
away with the tournament championship.

Sophomore Angela
McGahee and Junior
Anne Pennington
picked up their 14thstraight doubles vic·
tory against Ten·
nessee State Tues·
day. The Racers lost
only two games on
their way to a 7·0
victory.
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Elaine Kight!ThE' News

Nt'IYS

Racer shooters place in top 20 at national championship
Alison Mugler
Staff writer
The Murray State rifle team qualified two individual athletes
to compete at the 2008 NCAA Championships which were held
March 14 and 15 in West Point, N.Y.
As a whole, the team finished lOth in the nation, yet did not
qualify for the NCAA tournament since only the top eight teams
qu.11ify.
Although the entire tl'Jm did not make an appearance, senior
Cameron Hicks and sophomore Kasey Meyer were chosen for
the invitational national tournament based on their qualifying
scores from the season.
An athlete's qualifying score emanates from two separate clements. The first half of the score is an average of an athletes
three highest scores throughout the season, while the athlete's
score from the national qualifying tournament makes up the sec·
ond half. These two scores arc combined to make the individual
qualifying score.
Hicks qualified for the smallbore competition and shot a 579
out of a possible 600. culminating his final season as a Racer at
No. U . Hicks shot his best small bore score of the season and the
second best score of his career.

~He did it at the NCAA Championships his senior year on his
birthday," Head Coach Alan Lollar s;.~id. WHe shot the best he has
all year and definitely rose to the occasion. It really docs not get
any better than that.''
Meyer qualified for the air rifle competition, and shut a 583 out
of a possible 600. This in turn tied Meyer for n 19th-place finish.
Lollar said he could nol have asked for more out of the men.
considering the high-stakes and pressure a national hlurnament
brings.
"I'm so proud of them," Lollar said. "Both of those individuals
went to the biggest stage that they have to :;hoot on , nnd shot
scores that are very representative of what they could do on a
good day. At that match, they had to go on and not let the set·
ting and what is at stake change the way tliey went about their

job."

Although the team's competitions have come to a close, the
program is currently installing the first eight electronic targets
in the Pat Spurgin shooting range.
Lollar said this renovation would give the team an advantage
ni!Xt season.
"Considering that all of the nine schools that finished ahead of
us practice on these electronic targets, this n.'llovation is going
to give us that extra edge," Lollar said.

NOW HIRING!

"These targets arc bringing us into the 21st century with both
practice ~mJ competition."
The targets bring more competition to practices in that they
allow team members to compete with each other more conveniently. With the electronic targets each athlete receives automatic feedback instead of waiting for the manual score with the
previous targets. In addition, Lollar said the electronic targets
arc spcctntor friendly, allowing the audience to stand and watch
the shot being scored from each shooter.
"It's very different and a lot more fun to watch. I'm expecting
more visitors and people coming to watch the competition," Lollar said.
"There's something to sec now, and that's something we're
really excited about"
The Racer's will recommence in the fall for individual trainjng
and practice. Lollar said he is anxious to see what the underclassmen will bring to the table next season.
"They've all got the potential and I think we've got a good
chance when we get done with our recruiting," Lollar said.
"There's no reason we can't compete for the OVC tournament
and qualify for the NCAA (tournament) every year."

Alison Muglcr can be reached at alison.muglcr@murraystatc.edu.
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Racers come from.ll strokes behind, take·Shamrock
Kyle Rogers
Staff writer
The Murray State women's gulf team
had a successful weekend. winning the
Shamrock Intercollegiate. Down 11
strokes going into the final round Sunday, the team staged its comeback and
was able to capture the victory by one
stroke against Princeton.
The Shamrock Intercollegiate, held in
Rock Clay, S.C., boasted a field of 14
squads. Murray State shot a combined
306 in the fmaJ round of the 54-hole
event. The Racers were paced by duo 75
stroke efforts by junior Bethany Yates
· and freshman Alexandra Hinteregger and
the 76 stroke showing by sophomore
Joyce Trus.
"It was really a great weekend for us,
ending with the win," Head Coach Velvet
Milkman said. "The reason we won is
that we learned from the first tournament
we played in this :;cason."
Yates finished tied for fifth in the event
and was named the Ohio Valley Conference Female Golfer of the Week. Yates
shot a team-low l6·over par at the Shamrock Intercollegiate with scores of 76-8175. Hinrcregger and Trus tied for ninth

file photo

Two Racer golfers hit range balls In the fall. The Racers won last weekend.

with scores of 295 each. Sophomore
Andrea Down~r tied for 15th with 239 and
sophomore Caroline Lagerborg tied for
19th with 242.
The Racers started the tournament
slow on day one, scoring a combined 319,
followed by a 310 showing on the second
day. Murray State made its surge on the
third day, however, :;coring 306 combined. Murray State's 306 was the lowest
score on day three. Princeton shot a 317
and ultimately finished in second behind
the Racers.
"Our first day, we were too caught up
with how our playing partners were
shooting, instead of how we were playing," Milkman said. "That's what we were
d\ling in that first tournament and we
fixed it today."
The event was hosted by Winthrop
University and was held at the Tega Cay
Golf Club. Tcga Clay boasts 5,969 yards
and is a 72-par course. Charleston Southern fmished third, while Winthrop, Iowa.
Xavier, Siena, South Carolina Upstate,
South Dakota State and Gamer Webb
rounded out the top 10. Presbyterian College, St. Francis-PA, The Citadel and
Tennessee State also participated.
··we finished extremely well- we made

up 11 strokes in nine holes as a team,"
Milkman said. "We really came togl'ther
as a team.''
Princeton's Susannah Abhoff was the
medalist for the Shamrock event with
scores of 78·69-74 for a combined score
of 221 points. Winthrop's Jutta Degerman
received second place with a combined
score of 223.
Next up, the Racers will travel to Car- ·
bondale, Ill.• for the Saluki Invitational.
The Invitational will be held at the Hickory Ridge Golf Club in Carbondale. Hickory Ridge is a course that Golf Digest
rated as a four-star course.
''We're going to see a lot of different
teams, several Missouri Valley Conference teams like Illinois State and Southern Illinois University," Milkman said. "I
think last weekend's win will really boost
our confidence going into the weekend."
The Saluki Invitational will begin Sunday and end Monday. Next weekend, the
Racers will plar in the Alabama Invitational in T uscaloosa, Ala., at the 01'
Colony Golf Complex. Thl' OVC championship will be April 14·16 in Florence,
Ala.• at The Shoals Golf Club.
Kyle Rogus can be reached at
kylc.rogers@murraystatc.cdu.
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David Condos and back-up vocalist Korai Bise performed a free concert Tuesday as part of the Lovett Live's Onstage Series. The onstage series offers 200 seats. but only 45attendees cameout for Condos show.

Lovett Live attendance lacking
Charlotte Kyle
Staff writer

Condos Interacted with the audience by asking questions and sharing stories. Adrawing for front
row tickets to the April7 Ben Folds concert. which will also be held In Lovett was held.

In a time where concert tickets
can cost 20 bu~ks a scat, Lovett
Live offered students an opportunity to see an act for free.
David Condos, with back-up
vocalist Koral Bisc, performed
Tuesday as part of Lovett Live's
Onstage Series. The duo perfor med acoustic versions of
tracks from the full-length release
"Smoking City," as well as new
tracks.
The show was originally promoted as costing $5, but a lastminute change gave students the
opportunity to save their cash.
"We decided to do this show
free for two reasons," Mac Flint,
assistant facility manager for the
Regional Special Events Center,
said. "One, everyone was coming
back from Spring Break and they
were broke. The other reason,
because everyone told us we
should throw a free show out
ther~ to let everyone know, 'Hey,
you've been supporting us, here's
a free show."'
Condos and Bisc also offered
fans the chance to ask questions,
encouraging crowd interaction by
telling tales of Spring Break and
their time spent in school at Belmont University.
''I've never been to one of these
shows before," Condos said.
"They said it would be kind of
intimate - people throw that word
around a lot, but I'm feeling it."

Condos said his musical influences include modern indie rock
bands like Wilco and classics.
"For me, it goes back to the Seatics anJ Simon and Garfunkel," he
said.
Condos even took a moment to
talk sports with the audience,
telling the crowd he was sure
Murray State would have better
represented the Ohio Valley Conterence conference in the NCAA
Tournament.
Nicole Erwin. alumna from
Murray, was in attendance Tuesday night, not only purchasing an
album but also aT-shirt.
"I came out because I love the
Lovett Live series and I just want
to keep it going," Erwin said. "I
hadn't heard <David Condos)
before, but I'm really glad that I
did."
Erwin said her favorite song
was "Permanent," a track Condos
played on the keyboard.
Condos, a Nashville. Tenn., resident, said music has been a part
of his life since he was born. He
said he plays five instruments,
including piano, guitar and
drums.
"I don't play drums nearly as
much as I used to," Condos said.
"There's something about drums
that is really therapeutic. When
I'm back there playing the drums,
1 don't. have to worry about anything. I just have to feel the
rhythm. At this point, though, I
prefer playing electric b'Uitar."
In addition to offering the show

for free, Lovett Live also held a
drawing for front row Ben Folds
tickds. Ben Folds will perform in
Lovett April 7.
Lovett Live's Onstage Series
offers 200 seats, and Flint said 45
came out for David Condos.
" I think with Spring Break,
everyone came back and felt like
they had to get back to business
with school," Flint said. "We love
our audience and arc glad we
have so many hardcore fans, but
we really don't understand in a
college town (why) we don't have
a full house.
·
"PCl>ple (seem to) feel like if
they haven't heard of the band,
they're not going to come, where
really it should be thl• opposite,"
Flim said. "They should think
college is a time to hear new
music. David is already getting
build on MTV, and I guarantee in
two years he's going to be a really
big act. How cool w~mld it be to
have one uf his tirst CDs signed
and haw met him?"
Flint said she hopes mon• students will take advantage of
future Lo\'ett Live performances.
"I S.'IW Pete Yorn when he was
JUSt n kid playing guit.1r," Flint
said. "I loved that I was able to
have that expericnCl' and that's
what we're trying to du. We're
trying to give Murrny ~_tate students that experience without
having to drive to Nashville and
pay $3.30 a gallon doing it,"
Charlotte Kyle can be reached at
charlotte.kyle@murraystate.edu.
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North Korea government
Screates isolated conflict
Each week The News will
feature a different issue that
affects our campus, commu·
nity and ultimately our
world.

Casey Northcutt
Staff writer

:
•.
••
A

According to North Korean
news, the fortunate country
has never endured poverty,
its citizem would readily lay
down their lives for the good
of the state and famine has
never plagued the land.
That's a hard message to
sell to an audience who hasn't
eaten in days.
Located just south of China,
the troubled country has lived
in tyranny for decades.
According to the BBC news
Web site, bbc.co.uk, it is one
of the few countries in the
world's increasingly democratic society that still maintains rigid communist rule,
and it docs so with so much
governmental secrecy that the
nation is kept in isolation.
News neither comes in nor
out.
"I've never been there,"
Leeyon Yoo, junior from
Seoul, South Korea, said.
UNone of my friends have
been there.... They are a really closed society. and for
them, it's forbidden to get the
news."
A society reminiscent of
George Orwell's novel "1984,"
the government's tight grip on
information topped the Committee to Protect Journalists'
list of the most censored
countries in the world.
According to the organization, the nation has no independent journalists nnd all
news outlets produce government-influenced reports. The
official Korean Central News
Agcn~y consistently broadcasts positive stories,. once

• Tanning Beds w/faciallamps

$4 per one time vis11.
one month unlimtted for only S24.95
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• Arms, legs, and Facial wuing
• Acrylic Nails

saying after a munitions train
exploded in a populated area.
people rushed to save portraits of leader Kim Jong-iJ
before rescuing their own
families. A famine affecting
millions, however, remained
absent from the reports.
Knowledge of life 'outside
Jong-il's grasp is also meticulously monitored. For North
Korean citizens, Yoo said,
merely glimpsing other countries can result in death.
"Last year, the North Korean navy flew through the sea
and arrived in South Korea,"
she said. "(One of the pilots)
wanted to go back (to his
country), so we sent him back
and he got killed, and the only
reason was that he had been
to South Korea."
North Korea's isolationism
began with the chaotic end to
World War II. The country
fell under the leadership of
Kim ll-sung, who introduced
the philosophy of selfreliance. According to BBC
news, his son, Kim Jong-Il,
now reigns with devastating
corruption that earned his
government a slot in President Bush's "Axis of Evil."
Natural disasters compiled
with the economic mismanagement of the Jong-il government have caused acute
food shortages for more than
10 years, and aid agencies estimate since the 1990s, two million people have died of starvation. Many people are currently fed by humanitarian
organizations.
North Korea's totalitarian
state also endures accusations
of a long list of human rights
abuses including torture, public executions, slave labor,
forced abortion and· infanticides, BBC News said. The
country also holds an estimated 200,000 political prisoners
within its borders. But what
has made the world quake is

• Spa Manicures/Pedicures
AeryIics, gel na lis, nail art
• Perms, Cut & Style
• Colors
• Highlights (foil 1nd c1p)

• Haircuts S 10 (and up) debit, credit. and checl1s accepted

the country's possession of
nuclear weapons.
"The atomic bomb, I beard
about that," Yoo said. "1 beard
they are dangerous. When I
was young, when I was elementary school, there was a
rumor that they were going to
invade South Korea, again. It
kind of scares me."
In 2006, North Korea
announced its possession of
nuclear technology
but
agreed to shut down its main
reactor by 2007 in exchange
for foreign fuel and aid. Yet,
according to aid organization
Doctors Without Borders,
there is no way to know
whether these relief products
actually reach the citizens
who need them or are,
instead, are diverted to the
country's massive military
regime. Little international
political attention, however,
is paid to this issue because
North Korea's nuclear technology still preoccupies most
of the world's focus.
Meanwhile, humanitarian
organizations
in
many
nations, including the country's democratic neighbor,
South Korea, continue to send
aid, but the borders remain
closed and the Korean region
remains resolutely divided.
"North Korea and South
Korea, they have the same

race," David Park. senior from
Gwangju, South Korea said.
''They share almost a 5,000year history. They should be
as friendly as sisters and
brothers, but (the government
oO North Korea is very negative because they don't care."
Casey Northcutt can be
reached at casey.northcutt@
murraystate.edu.

Charlotte Kyle
Staff writer

Photo courtesy of dict<ttorofthe·

Kim Jonq-il Is the present leader
of North Korea.
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ICALA celebrates spring
through different cultures

Serengeti
Tommy Hilfiger
Tommy Bahama

Spring has arrived, and one
group on campus plans to celebrate the life and beauty of
the season through the tradition of another culture.
The International Cultures
and Languages Association
will host the Cherry Blossom
Festival Wednesday. The
event will be in the Quad. In
the case of bad weather, it will
be moved to the Curds Center
Stables.
The festival is held every
year from March 29 to Aprill3
in Washington, D.C. to commemorate the 1912 gift to the
city of Washington from
Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo
to enhance the growing
friendship between the U.S.
and Japan. The gift was 3,000
cherry blossom trees, or sakura. the unofficial national
flower of Japan.
Cherry blossoms bloom
between seven and 10 days
according to japanvisitor.com.
Festivals are held around
the nation in locations like
Colorado, California, Georgia
and Hawaii.
According to chiff.com,
Japan celebrates Hanami, in
which friends and family gather under the cherry blossoms
to have picnics and enjoy the
brief burst of beauty.
Susan Drake. ICALA's faculty adviser. said the festival
is more than celebrating the
warmth vf spring.

"It is about celebrating the
brevity of life," Drake said.
This isn't the first year the
festival has been celebrated
on Murray State's campus,
Alana Seaborg, senior from
Las Vegas. Nev., and ICALA
president, !iaid.
"We hadn't done it (since
2005) so we decided to bring
it back," Scaborg said. "We do
a lot of European holidays nnd
festivals and usually foc.:us on
the languages we offer (as
classes). We don't have a
Japanese major but the Jnpan·
esc program is bigger this
year."
The festival will he in tht.•
Quad from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday. From 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m., students arc encouraged
to bring a picnic lunch.
lCALA will be selling drinks
and small snacks, as well as
offering information on the
importance of the cherry bios·
soms.
In addition to Japanese
music, lCALA will provide
free paper and patterns so students can make origami.
Jamie Houston, junior from
Louisville, Ky., and secretary
of lCALA. said .she hopes
community members of all
ages will come out to the fcs·
tival.
Said Houston: "It is a good
time for families and picnics
and enjoying the .nice weather
we've been having."
Charlotte Kyle can be
reached at c:harlvtte.kyle@
murraystate.edu.
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'Drillbit' demonstrates
refreshing comedic tact
College Life Editor Ashley
Edwards writes the movie
reviews.

"Superbad," watch out here comes the younger, less
vulgar version of a hilarious
comedy based on underdogs
who score big. "Drillbit Taylor" doesn't need raunchy sex
jokes or penis drawings to
keep audiences laughing, just
three dorks beneath Owen
Wilson's wing.
Owen Wilson stars as Drillbit Taylor, a homeless. downon-his-luck Army veteran
who survives by collecting
spare change from drivers on
a freeway, showering at the
beach and camping in the
woods.
When he decides to get a
job in order to save money for
a plane ticket to Canada, he
fmds an online ad for a bodyguard.
Enter Wade (Nate Hartley),
Ryan (Troy Gentile) and
Emmit (David Dorfman),
three high school freshman
looking for protection from
Filkins (Alex Frost), a terrorizing bully who has been
putting in overtime to make
the boys' lives miserable.
The group meets Drillbit

for an interview and the deal
is made. The problem is the
boys think they arc getting
great protection, while Drillbit sees them as an opportunity to get to Canada.
Drillbit creates a physical
and mental training program
for the boys. Instead of pro. tecting them hinrsclf, he says
the boys need to' learn how to
do it themselves. Drillbit then
teaches them his "secret"
fighting tactics like the bear
hug and mental strength like
"feel no pain."
When the boys return to
school, however, they find
themselves in a physical
encounter with Filkins. Drillbit's tactics land Wade with a
black eye and the boys begin
to lose confidence in their
protector.
Coming into this film. I
expected the same old adolescent boys comedy: a few
laughs, lots of sex jokes
accompanied by semi-offensive comments and a tired
storyline that runs about 20
minutes too long. "Drillbit
Taylor" was a refreshing surprise and proof vulgarity isn't
necessary for comedy.
The comedy preservt~s the
innocence of the three boys.
while using Wil:;on as a self-

ish but loveable~ fearless
leader. One particularly funny
and heartwarming scene
includes Wilson using his arm
as a wing and placing the hoys
beneath it.
Although I laughed the
entire timt•, I will admit the
bullies were a little over the
top, complete with car ch;1ses .
death threats and a huge fight
in which Filkins throws a
Samurai sword at the boys.
By the end of the film, it's like,
"OK, that's enough already."
Luckilr. the over-the-top
fighting and threats arc balanced by a humorous rap battle between Filkins and Ryan
and a later scene when the
boys challenge their nemesis
to a real fight to settle things
once and for all.
Wilson is definitely the star
in this film and his chemistry
with the newcomers is apparent. His character also has a
liuk• t1ing with Lisa (Leslie
Mann), a teacher at the boys'
school.
The
chemistry
between Mann and Wibon is
comfortable, as they are both
known for comedic perfurmanccs.
Surprisingly, Wilson did
very littll' promotion for this
fllm. According to an article
in the los Angeles Times,

Photo courtf"iy oi mtv com

Orillbit Taylor (Owen Wilson) demonstrates the protective wing he plans to defend his new customers Wade
(Nate Hartley), !Ryan <Troy Gentile) and Emmit (David Dorfman) under. Wilson plays abudget bodyguard hired by
the boys to provide protection from ahigh school bully.
of public promotion for this
particular ftlm.
This film is definitely
worth ~eeing. It has humor.
friendship and the whole
u nderd og-ovc reo mi ng- theodds plot. You know, all of
the best things - including
Owen Wilson's butt.
Ashley Edwards can be
reached at ashleyb.cdwards@
murraystate.edu.

Wilson was intentionally set
out by Paramount because it
feared the press wmtld
remark on the actor's suicide
attempt and subsequent hospitalization last year rather
than focus un promuting the
film.
Fortunately, the fiJm is
funny enough to hold its own,
and Wilson is always a box
office draw. despite his lack

Zero frame: Save your ca.,h
One frames: Catch it on TV if
you're bored
Two frames: Rem it
Three frames: Head tn the
hux office
Four frames: Future classic

Reconnect with earth at Hot Springs, Ark., natural spas, parks
Whitney Harrod

Hot Springs, Ark.

•

Water. That's what will attract you
to this week's destination.
If you think hot showers are luxurious, wait until
you take a
five-hour
trip to "the
American
Spa."
Hot
Springs, Ark.,
offers the oldest
national park in the
country, a historic district, Victorian
architecture and, of course, hot
springs galore.
In 1803, geographers discovered
one of the · most rare natural phe·
nomena in the world. Hot Springs is
home to eight historic bathhouses,
which comprise Bathhouse Row.
Enjoy a hot bath just like visitors did
50 years ago. These baths are so popular that Franklin Delano Roosevelt
used hot springs to relieve his polio.'
The baths pump water from natural mineral hot springs located abundantly throughout the city. The
water flowing from 47 protected hot
springs maintains an average of 143
degrees at their source at an average
flow rate of 850,000 gallons per day.

Photo colJrtcsy of arkan;;a.-;medi,uoom.c.om

Visit Bathhouse Row. a historic site home to eight bathhouses where visitors can enjoy
a hot bath pumped from natural mineral hot springs.
Take a bath - Buckstaff Bathhouse
is open 7- 11:45 a.m. and 1:30 - 3 p.m..
Monday through Saturdny. A
whirlpool mineral bath including tub
bath, hot pack and shower only costs
$22. Swedish massages. facials and
manicures arc also available.
Be sure to check out The Tavern
hotel at 205 Park Ave. Established in

Gulpha Gorge campground.
Get ready fur Kentucky Derby sc<~
son with a trip to Hot Spring's Oaklawn Jockey Club. The tra~k is cur·
rently open 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. daily until
Derby Jay for both simulcast and
live racing. Reserved seating is located throughout the Grandstand for
$2.50 on weekdays and $4.50 on
weekends.
While you're at the track. visit the
Carousel Terrace or the Post P.mu.lc
restaurant to browse the l:ollcction
of authentic antique carousd horses
and to dine from a menu or buffet.
Visit oaklawn.com for more information.
Check out hotspring.o;,org for more
information on attractions, accom·
modations and nightlife.
Whitney Harrod can be rcodzcd ut
whitney.lznrrod@murraystate.cdu.

Hot Springs will hold its monthly
gallery walk. ••ll~)wing guests to mingle throughout downtown art galleries. Located at 239 Central Ave.,
the Artists' Workshop features luc<ll
artists and their work.
If you're a country music fan, consider seeing Dierks Bentley with spt•cial guests Bucky Covington and
Luke Bryan April S at the Hot
Springs Summit Arena. Checkout
ticketmaster.com for times and pric·
ing.
Home to the largest fish and rep·
tile exhibits in Arkansas, the National J>ark Aquarium features native,
tropical and saltwater fish along with
a large collection of lizards, monitors
and poisonous rrogs.
The aquarium houses the famous
ugly turtlc known as U.T. 'rhis alii·
gator snapping turtle weighs 120
pounds. Thl· aquarium is open 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday
and 10 a.m. - S p.m. on Sunday.
Choost• from one of several hiking
and walking trails at the Hot Springs
National Park.
If long distances aren't your thing.
consider walking one of the park's
shortest trails, the Arlington Trail,
beginning at the Arlington Hotel.
You can also 1mjoy a scenic drive
along Nt•rth Mountain, have a picnic
along Gulpha Creek or even camp at

Staff writer

1887, it is the oldest hotel in the districl and is the only hotel to he
steam-heated.
Stop for some coffee at Maxine's
Intt!rnational Coffeehouse & Rar at
700 Central Ave. Maxine's serves
gourmet coffees and appetizers for
reasonable prices.
From 5 -9 p.m., Apri14,downtown

Employment: Wendy's
is looking for smiling .
day and night shift
people. Apply within.
759-4695

Employment: A Summer Job At Kentucky
4-H Camps: Positions
are available as Camp
Manager; EMT; lifeguards; and instructors for swimming,
~anoeing,
nature,
recreation,
rifle,
archery and high and
low ropes. Internships
are available. Watch
for our job postings
on' Top Jobs website
at Career Services.
Deadline for application is March 7th. For
more infonnation, visit
our
website
at
~.kentucky4h

apply online at
. We will be on
campus for the job fair
and interviews Febru~ry 20t~.

SUDOKU
Medium

Easy

4
-2- 6

I

7'
-- - -.195 .-6 - -

. ~-+-

1--

6

·- -

I 71
6 8 ·
I

7 - 9 - -4 5 t-! --7 II
-- 4 12 5 I -I
3 14 1t
3 4
I

I
7
11-

,_8··-

2 4 5
- I~

6 7-

I

-~

-s11 -

~ ~·

~

-+---

8
7 I
.... 2

I

1-

-~

8

8 3

4

2

I

T

Hard

~

.7 2 8

is

· ~ -·

i 9- 6

- -

I
r1 I 5 3
5

-~~

- .

·~

-1

,

5 6
·

~

~

-

17
4

l
li

I

I

~ ~2r7 3

1--- - -

· ~· 1 -

l - 2[

I 6J8

~~

3 1- 6

~~ 5- 7 I
1I

l-9

-

~

3
4 2

:~

i-

6

t

Q

4

Create and solve rour
Sodoku puzzles for FREE.

p·RiiESUDbKU;;~

eoroet o£ 12th &- #>yettnol'e
(210) 753-9229

'Moo. -

~

l

7 + ..
5 I I·

2 J

..'
:
:
:

1

•

Every week the College life section prov1des
fun and frugal trrp ideas. Clip out each week's
destination and refer to il when you qet in arut
and need to get away or are itching for an
exciting adventure.
If you know of an interesting or entertaining
event gomq on w1thm a day's car ride, send
your Cheap Tnp mformation and a phone num·
ber to whilney.harrod@murraystate.edu.
Also. if you get a chance to go to one or our
Cheap 1rip destinations. send an e·ma1l lo the
above address to say how it went. Safe travels!
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First Bridal Expo Up 'Til Dawn hosts final event tonight ·
comes to Murray
I

Cody Arant

Staff writer

Whitney Harrod
Staff writer
If you've always wanted to
rent a horse-drawn carriage or
sample a most delicious wed·
ding cake in the same plac~.
activate your wedding planning mode. This weekend
br.ides·to·be can experience a
buffet of wedding ideas and
services.
The
Regional
Special
Events Center will hold the
first Murray Bridal Show at 10
a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday.
Among the 50 vendor
booths arc photographers,
caterers, · florists and bou·
tiques. Admission is free.
The RSEC staff, while dis·
cussing the shows they would
have this year in the commu·
nity, decided to host a bridal
show and turned to past suc·
cessful shows in surrounding
areas.
"Since admission is free, 1
hope to attract local and
regional vendors. We will
have every type you can imagine," Amy Maness, adminis·
trative assistant, said. "Hopt-...
fully, both future brides and
vendors will be successful.''
Potential brides will enter
the VIP lobby through the
main entrance of the RSEC.
There they wiU register and
b~ given a bag full of vendor
information.
Door prizes will be awarded
hourly, including a wedding
dress and several vacation
packages. A local harpist and
the band Grumpy Old Men
will perform.
"The event is a good oppor·
tunity for (bride~Ho-be) to g'1
and meet vendors at one
time," Mae Flint, assistant
facility manager, said. "Normally, they would have to
meet vendors individually.''
Flint said most brides spend
ttie majority of their budget
on catering and alcohol, while

photllgraphy
and
attire
expenses come in second and
third.
Usually
weddings
arc
planned six months to one
year in advance. Thcr can be
planned in as litrle as thre~
m1mths although less time
leaves brides with limited
options.
Maness said March b a popular month to begin planning
for a wedding or for wrapping
up last minute det:~ils.
"Brid..:s get excited this time
of year when the seasons arc
changing," Maness said. "The
main purpose of chc event is
to give brides good info as to
what direction they will go in
planning their wedding."
Vendors from both Murray
and surrounding regions paid
·a $100 fcc to display their
booths at the RSEC. At the
booths, couples can sign up
for multiple services. Vendors
like Flowers by Whitney,
Vegas Brid;lls and The Pam·
p~rcd Chef will assist wed·
ding planning and answer any
questions.
"When I was a kid, we
would get married out of high
school, hut now w..: are seeing
more brides in or just out of
cullegc getting marrieJ,"
Maness said. "As a rule of
thumb, people arc being m~lre
practical. F-or some, however,
it is the ~;,rreatest moment of
their life and they will spare
no expense.''
Bristol's Bridal Expo was
held at Carroll Convention
Center in January in Paducah,
Ky. More than 500 brh)cs
from the area attended the
event to check out the wed·
ding vendors available nearby.
If brides choose to wed in
Murray, the Murray Room in
the RSEC rents for $400 a
night or $550 for two dnys.

Whitney Harrod can be
reached at whitney .harrod@
murraystate.edu.
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Admit it, you aren't going to
sleep Friday night anyway.
You might as well help raise
money to combat canc:er and
olher illnesses.
Tonight is Murray State's
ninth annual Up 'Til Dawn
fundraiser for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in
Memphis, Tenn.
Sabrina Mathis. Murrny
State graduate from Mayfield,
Ky., is the adviser for this
year's program.
"Basically, Up 'Til Dawn is
a student-led, student · run
fundraiser hosted by more
than 230 campuses nationwide," Mathis said. "It began
in 1998 to provide students
with the opportunity to help
children and families of St.
Jude while also having fun.
Murray State's Up 'Til Dawn
program began· in the fall of
1999. To datt', the Murray
program has raised over
$120,000."
Megan Rowl~tt . senior

from Paris, Tenn., is the assistant executive director for
this year's event.
"St. Jude focuses on childhood and catastrophic illnesses including childhood cancers and sickle cell anemia,''
Rowlett said. "They provide
medica] treatment to the
patients at no cost to the families, as well as pruviding
housing, meals and helping to
take care of bills at home.
"The event is popular
among fraternities and sororities...
Devon Davis, junior from
Lafayette, Ky., is participating
this year for the first time.
"My sorority, Alpha Sigma
Alpha, has a team," Davis said.
''Thi!; is my first year, so I am
not sure what the night wiii
hold.''
Davis encouraged other
students to get invulvcd in .the
organization.
"This is a really good
cause,'' she said. "Think about
the children who you are
affecting by doing this. We
wrote letters to our own fam-

.u.
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ways to earn points like creating a banner, Jrcssing in
theme, and learning and par~
ticipating during a 'moral!!·
dance.' A theme-specific song
will play and every time you
hear it you can and join everyone for a morall' dance."
At the closing ceremony, •
the winners of the spirit ·
points will be announced and
they will receive prizes.
There will be a visitation ·
hour 11 p.m. • midnight.
"The visitation hour is a
time when anyone who did .
not participate can join w; :
during the finale event for $1
and have a good time for -an
hour," Rowll'tt said. "If the·,
visitors would like to stay the·
rest of the night, they may do
so by paying $3 or having lO
addresses ready to write letters.''
• •
So, Friday night you could
sit around in your underwear,
or you could come out and do
what you c:m to save lives.. .
Cody Arant can be reached

Murray State Up 1il Dawn participants make a visit to the St. Jude Children's Hospital. the beneficiary for the Up 1il Dawn fundralsers.
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ily and friends to ask for
donations.''
Tonight is the finale for Up
'Til Dawn. It will be held at
Racer Arena.
~we will begin registration
at 8:30," Mathis said. "We'll
have a patient and her parents
come in and visit with everyone anJ tell their story about
the disease she has, being
diagnosed and the treatment.
That should be around 9:05.
Then we have differ~nt activities going on like relay races,
basketball, icc-breaker games.
tug-of-war and many more.
"We will have food available from many different
restaurants in town and will
finish up around 5 - 6 a.m.
witb a closing ceremony
where we announc~ how
much money the program
raised this year.''
Throughout the night. spir·
it points will be awarded to
the teams participating.
"Spirit points arc given for
team participation and overall
spirit during the night," Mathis said. "The teams arc given
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Nail Spa
Walk·lns Welcome
Across from Food Giant

• Gel Nails Full Set $25
• Regular Full Set $20
•Gel Fill in $15
• Pedicure .$20

Mon - Sat 10 a.m. • 9 p.m. . •
Sun: lla.m. - 6p.m.
270-761-4772 (4SPA)
• '

For all students and M~~ray
COIIIIIUiity because we
appreciate your business!

the news

Alpha Phi Alpha philanthropy
brings organizations together
Ashley Edwards
College Life Editor
The steps were executed
and the judges polled before
the winners of the eighth
annual Alpha Step-Off were
announced March 12 in Lovett
Auditorium.
The step show had three
divisions. In the independent
division, Sigma Alpha Iota
took home first place, Alpha
Sigma Phi took first in the fraternity division and Alpha
Gamma Delta won in the
sorority division.
Alpha Delta Phi won the
Spirit A ward for collecting the
most pennies for the March of
Dimes and correctly answering the most trivia about the
event sponsor, Alpha Phi
Alpha.
Kyrus Harrington, senior
from East St. Louis, Ill., was
the coordinator for the Alpha
Step-Off. He said the event
was a success in terms of how
much money was raised for
the March of Dimes and an
additional fund.
"We're also in the works of
putting up a Dr. Martin Luther
King monument here on campus," Harrington said.
Harrington said the step-off
is always a popular event.

"It's kind of like you're
proud to be a part of it
because so many people can
showcase your talent," Harrington said. "It's just a big
celebration for everybody."
Harrington said the event is
a great way to build confidence within individuals and
within organizations because
preparing for the event takes a
lot of time and organization.
UThe shows were great,"
Harrington said. "Every year
it is something new and it
amazes me that the time and
effort that these teams put in
to come up with these great
things, and just the participation is wonderful."
Jaclyn Acree, sophomore
from Fulton, Ky., was a member of the Alpha Gam step
team. She said the group
worked hard, practicing 10-12
hours per week to prepare for
the show.
"We believed in ourselves
and we won," Acree said.
The Gams chose a boxing
theme exhibited by their
dress, music, steps and props.
Acree said dedication,
endurance and motivation to
win for their sorority helped
them capture first place.
Andrew Grassman, junior
from Louisville, Ky., was a

member of the Alpha Sigma
Phi step team and choreographed its show. He said the
group practiced two hours
every day since winter break
to prepare.
"It seems like every year, it
always comes together right at
the show," Grassman said.
Grassman said he was disappointed to see Alpha Sigma
Phi was the onlr fraternity to
participate. He said other fraternities may not want to put
in the time or effort it takes to
prepare, or they may not feel
there is a point in competing.
"In the past only certain fraternities have won, so it may
make some fraternities not
want to do it," Grassman said.
Grassman said the Alpha
Sigs probably would have won
its division even with competition. Alpha Sigma Phi scored
rugher than any other team in
the competition with 570
points out of 600. He said one
judge even gave them a perfect score.
Said
Grassman:
"We
worked hard, we went in there
and did what we needed to do
as a team and it paid off in the
end."
Ashley Edwards can be
reached at ashleyb.~dwards@
murraystate.edu.
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Alpha Gamma Delta took first place in the sorority division of the Alpha Step-Off. The oroanlzation used a boxing
theme, complete with wardrobe and music. while playing clips from the film •t.ttlllon Dollar Baby" behind them.
......
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Students look forward to April Fool's Day
Ashley Benson
Staff writer
Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice,
shame on me. Fool me three times, it must be
April Fool's Day.
With the nation's biggest pranking holiday
around the corner, students prepare themselves
to be a little sharper than normal Tuesday. It is
the biggest joke-playing day of the year and bas
been tricking the world for five centuries.
The origin of the holiday that keeps everyone
on their toes can be traced back to France in the
1500s.

The introduction of the Gregorian calendar
moved New Year's from Aprill to Jan. l. Communkation was so slow during this time period
that it would often take years for word to travel
about a change like this.
Those unknowing individuals, and rebels
refusing to acknowledge the change and still
celebrated the new year on Aprill, were called
"fools" by the general public. Over time, this
evolved into a prank-playing holiday.
More than 500 years later, the pranks haven't
gotten old.
Whether it is coloring a napkin green and
then handing it to a friend saying it is snot, or
hiding behind a teacher's desk to pop out at just
the right moment, kids prank it up. Students a
bit older. however, seem to be pranking just as
hard.

I

Adam Prescott, sophomore from Henderson,
Ky.. is an example of college students having
just as much fun with this holiday.
"One time, I put plastic wrap over my best
friend's toilet seat, covering the bole," Prescott
said. "He couldn't see the invisible film, so
everything went all over the floor. It was hilarious."
Clint Cobb, junior from Paducah, Ky., said he
also fmds fun in this holiday and said it is ageless.
WNo matter how old you are, pranks are still
funny," Cobb said. "I want to be 99 years old
and still be playing jokes on people on April
Fool's Day."
According to The Museum of Hoaxes Web
site, some of the most impressive April Fool's
jokes have gone down in history. The site
describes a BBC hoax in 1957 as the best April
Fool's joke of all time.
The British show, "Panorama," released a
simple announcement about Swiss farming.
They said the Swiss farmers were enjoying a
great spaghetti crop this year and accompanied
the story with footage of farmers pulling noodles from trees.
Many viewers called BBC inquiring how they
could get their own spaghetti farm.
Said BBC: ''Place a sprig of spaghetti in a tin
of tomato sauce and hope for the best."
Ashley Henson can be reached at
ashley.henson@murraystate.edu.

